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what we have no power to do by our system of | 
government, or by our Constitution? What is 
the process? When slavery is circled, it is cir- 
cled by the elastic, expansive power of free labor. | 
California so circled it; Oregon so circles it. 
Make Arizuma a Territory to-day; steal Sonora 
to-morrow; and there free labor will so circle it, 
spite of laws, spite of government. My 
Now, why should the Senator from Louisiana 
propose to Decals with us because this is so? I 
would ask gentlemen on the other side: will 1t be 
any the less so if you dissolve with us? Will not || 
our young men take their axes upon their shoul- |, 
ders, or their ox-whips in their hands, and drive 
their teams out in the wilderness upon the very | 
edge and border of civilization, adventurous, fear- 
less, elastic, expansive? Do you not know that 
we will gear up the team, put the wife and chil- 
dren in the wagon, and be half way there—nay, 
that we will seize and possess the goodly land, 
while you are hallooing ** Pompey, Jube, Scipio, | 
get ready and come?’’? That, sir—the peaceful || 
progress of settlement and civilization—must be | 
the real substantial ground of complaint, if there || 
be any. | 
The Senator talks about John Brown; and he || 
says the people of Massachusetts approved of 
John Brown. Let us rise toahigher view. Let 
the wing of our genius plume itself for a nobler 
flight than that, here—talking of peace and war in 
this Senate Chamber. Let us not confine our- 
selves to the mere bitterness of partisan discus- 
sion. John Brown is in his grave. We,asa 
party, do not condemn the act of Virginia. We, 
as a party, do condemn his act. We acknowl- 
edee it was in violation of the Constitution and 
of yourlaw. We regret it. It found no sanction 
in the public mind. If there were men who were 
sorry, Who admired his courage, who sympa- 
thized with what they believed to be the integrity 
of his purpose, though it were a very dangerous, 
and, in my judgment, a very unworthy purpose, || 
will you dissolve for that?) Why, sir, all that 
line of complaint—I may add all the argument 
based upon that complaint—is akin to the very || 
peculiar remark made by the Senator from Texas, || 
(Mr. Wicratt.}] He turned to us the other day || 
and condescended to give us a list of the condi- | 
tions upon which they would be graciously pleased || 
to receive our capitulation. I do not remember || 
itall. It was speculative, fanciful; but there were 
some things in it kindred to the complaint and 
the argument of the Senator from Louisiana. For 
instanee, he said to us: ** You representative men: | 
you Sewarps and Sumners and Hates and || 
Witsons, go home and instruct your people to 
repeal your personal hberty bills; abolish your 
Abolition societies; stop your presses, and do va- | 
rious things kindred to these, and when you have || 
done that, come back to us and tell us that you | 
have done it, and we will think about it.’’ Well | 
now, sir, I think the mode of expression was ex- 
travagant. It was hardly what I had expected— 
it was the first speech I heard here—to hear in the 
Senate of the United’ States. The sentiment that 
prompts it is not unlike that of the Senator from || 
Louisiana, He says: * Do not girdle us; do not 
circle us; do not inclose us; do not migrate so as 
tosurround us.’’ That is our right. It would 
be our right if you were not in a common union 
with us. It would be your necessity and your 
misfortune, if there were no free States, no North 
and no West. Then, sir, as for destroying the 
liberty of our press, as for abolishing societies 
formed to promote the abolition of slavery, or for || 
any other purpose in the world, do Senators think | 
when they ask us to do that? Sir, I ask them | 
how? hether they do it in their own States, it | 
‘s not forme todetermine. Whether the severe ne- | 
cessities of theircondition will allow free and unre- || 
Strained discussion, itis not for me now to inquire 
ut | may inquire how do they expect us to abol- | 
ish the nght of free speech and of free discussion ? 
‘Is a very unpleasant right sometimes, I know. || 
ooking around upon distinguished men here, | |) 
Suspect that 1 do not see one of them that has not || 
Suffered excessively by an abuse of that power. 








| ment is, and wherever, as a consequence, free 
| speech follows, there things may be said and will 
| be said very unpleasant to hear, and very im- 


| ter of the rulers, as offensive to their tastes and 
their opinions as any the Senator from ‘Texas or 


| ask us to obviate in your case what we cannot 


| we cannot alter the model and frame of our free 
| Government for which your fathers and ours | 


| everywhere on all subjects and at all times? 


| for great and overruling reasons connected with 
|| liberty itself, no power to restrain it. 


| ity to attack. 


| the violation of that right was one of the great 


| them what we cannot do for ourselves is unjust | 


| of the press is the highest safeguard to all free | 


I think I could read in the biography of every 
Senator near me, as given by his enemies, things 
very far from complimentary; and | suspect they | 


| make a good many people believe them. 


I understand, sir, that wherever free govern- 


proper to be believed; and I think that I could 
show in commentaries in England, even in Hol- | 
land, and even in Belgium to-day, or wherever 
else beside here free speech is allowed, reflections 
upon Government, and upon the personal charac- 


the Senator from Louisiana could point out ut- 
tered in any State of the North and West against | 
them. .The abuse is, if you like, an evil, incident | 
to free government; and how and why do you 


remove in our own? Will you really make war | 
upon us, will you really separate from us, because 


tought side by side? You will not do that. 





Mr. President, do gentlemen propose to us 
seriously that we shall stop the right of free dis- 
cussion; that we shall limit the free press; that 
we shall restrain the expression of free opinion 


Why, sir, in our land, if there be any base | 
enough, unreflecting enough, to blaspheme the 
Maker that created him,or the Saviour that died 
for him, we have no power to stop him. If there 
be the most bitter, unjust, and vehement denun- 
ciation upon all the principles of morality and 
goodness, on which human society is hati and 
on which it may most securely stand, we have, 


Private | 
character, public service, individual relations— 
neither these, nor age, nor sex, can be in the na- 
ture of our Government exempt from that liabil- 
j Aud, sir, shall gentlemen complain 
that slavery shall not be made, and is not made, 
an exception to that general rule? You did that 
when you made what you call a compact with | 
us. You were then emerging out of the war of 

Independence. Your fathers had fought for that 

right, and more than that, they had declared that 


oo 


causes which impelled them to the separation. 

l submit these thoughts to gentlemen on the 
other side, in the candid hope that they will see 
at once that the attempt to require us to do for 


and cruel in the highest degree. Sir, the liberty 


government. Ours could not exist without it. It 
IS with us, nay, with all men, like a great exult- 
ing and abounding river. It is fed by the dews 
of heaven, which distil their sweetest drops to | 
form it. It gushes from the rill, as it breaks from 
the deep caverns of the earth. It is fed by athou- 
sand affluents, that dash from the mountain top 
to separate again into a thousand bounteous and 
irrigating rills around. On its broad bosom it | 
bears a thousand barks. ‘There Genius spreads 
its purpling sail. There Poetry dips its silver oar. | 
There Art, Invention, Discovery, Seience, Mo- 
rality, Religion, may safely and securely float. | 
It wanders through every land, It is a genial, 
cordial source of thought and inspiration, where 
ever it touches, whatever it surrounds, Sir, upon 
its borders, there grows every flower of grace | 
and every fruit of truth. Iam not here to deny 
that that river sometimes oversteps its bounds. I 
am not here to deny that that stream sometimes 





| becomes a dangerous torrent, and destroys towns 


and cities upon its bank; but I am here to say 
that, without it, civilization, humanity, govern- 
ment, all that makes society itself, would disap- 
ear, and the world would return to its ancient 
Laibetati, Sir, if that were to be possible, or so 
thought for a moment, the fine conception of the 
great poet would be realized. If that were to be || 
possible, though but for a moment, civilization || 


| and there are things to which I will yield. 


itself would roll the wheels of its car backward 
for two thousand years. 
would be true that, 


** As one by one in dread Medea’s train, 

Star after star fades off th’ etherial plain, 
Thus at her felt approach and secret might, 
Art after art goes out, and all is night. 

® Philosophy, that leaned on Heaven before, 
Sinks to her second cause, and is no more. 
Religion, blushing, veils her sacred fires, 
And unawares morality expires.”’ 


Sir, if that were so, it 


Sir, we will not risk these consequences, even 
for slavery; we will not risk these consequences 
even for union; we will not risk these conse- 

uences to avoid that civil war with which you 
deuean us; that war which you announce as 
deadly, and which you declare to be inevitable. 

Sir, whilé I say that it is quite well that I should 
announce, at this moment, my opinion as to what 
we might do, I shall enter into no detail. 1 shall 
endeavor to bind nobody else. I shall express 
my own convictions at the moment, subject, of 
course, to all the changes that events and cireum- 
stances hereafter to transpire may jusufy. 1 
will never yield to the idea that the great Govern- 
ment of this country shall protect slavery in any 
Territory now ours, or hereafter to be acquired. 


| It is, in my opinion, a great principle of free gov- 


ernment, not to be surrendered. Itis, in my judg- 
ment, the object of the great batde which we have 
fought, and which we have won. It is, in my 
poor opinion, the point upon which there is con- 
cord and agreement between the great masses of 
the North, who may agree in no other political 
opinion:whatever. Be he Republican, or Demo- 
crat, or Douglas man,or Lincoln man; be he from 
the North, or the West, from Oregon, or from 
Maine, in my judgment, nine tenths of the entire 
population of the North and West are devoted, 
in the very depths of their hearts, to the great 
constitutional idea that freedom is the rule, that 
slavery is the exception, that it ought not to be 
extended by virtue of the powers of the Govern- 
ment of the United States; and, come weal, come 
woe, it never shallbe. 

But, sir, | add one other thing. When you 
talk to me about compromise or concession, l am 
not sure that I always understand you. Do you 
mean that I am to give up my convictions of right? 
Armies cannot compel that in the breast of a free 
people. Do you mean that I am to concede the 
benefits of the political struggle through which we 
have passed, considered politically, only? You 


| are too just and too generous to ask that. Do 


you mean that we are to deny the great principle 


| upon which our political action has been based ? 


You know we cannot. But if you mean, by 
compromise and concession, to ask us te see 
whether we have not been hasty, angry, passion- 


| ate, excited, and in many respects violated your 


feelings, your character, your right of property, 
we willlook; and, as I said yesterday, if we have, 
we will undo it. Allow me to say again, if there 
be any lawyer or any court that will advise us 
that our laws are unconstitutional, we will repeal 
them. Such is my opinion. Even if our own 


| courts do not believe so and yours do—I say 


yours, because I do speak now of a supreme court, 
not subordinate, but acquiescent—if that court 
shall declare these laws unconstitutional in any 


| particular, we will yield. 


Now aso territory. I will not yield one inch 
tu secession; but there are things that I will yield, 
It is 
somewhere told—and the fine reading of my friend 
from Louisiana will enable him to tell me where 
—that when Harold of England received a mes- 
senger from a brother with whom he was at va- 
riance, to inqaire on what terms reconciliation 
and peace could be effected between brothers, he 
replied in a ge.lant and generous spirit, in a few 
words, ** The terms I offer are the affection of a 
brother, and the eatidom of Northumberland;”’ 
‘* And,” said the envoy, as he marched up the 
hall amid the warriors that graced the state of 
the king, ‘‘if Tosti, thy brother, agree to this, 
what terms will you allow to his ally and friend, 
Hadrada, the giant? ‘‘We will allow,’ said 
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Harold, ‘*to Hadrada, the giant, seven feet of | 
English ground, and if he be as they say, a giant, | 
some few inches more:”’ and as he spake, the hall 
rang with acclamation. 

Sir,in that spirit ] speak. I follow, at a hum- 
ble distance, the ideas and the words of Clay, 
riiustrious, to be venerated, and honored, and 
remembered forever. Upon this floor, in 1850, 
he said, in reference to a threat of secession: 

** Now, Mr. President, | stand here in my place, mean- | 
ing to be unawed by any threats, whether they come from 
man, living or dead, thatarms should be raised against the 
individuals orfrom States. I should deplore as much as any 
authority of the Union, either by individuals or by States. 
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that way—but does it not look as if you cannot 
bear the mortification of a little defeat? You have 


| had all the offices, all the honors—the President 


on his throne, the dignity of this Chamber, the 
power of the House of Representatives, the acqui- 
escence of the Supreme Court,a long array of for- 
eign ministers, Cabinet officers—everything that 


|} can grace your state and form your procession; 


sut, after all that has occurred, if any one State, or a por-e}| 


tion of the people of any State, choose to place themselves 
in military array against the Government of the Union, T 
am for trying the strength of the Government. I am tor 
ascertaining whether we have a Government or not—prac 
tical, efficient, capable of maintaining its authority, and of 
upholding the powers and interests which belong to a Gov- 
ernment. Nor, sir, am 1 to be alarmed or dissuaded from 
any such course by intimatioris of the spilling of blood. If 
blood is to be spilled, by whose fault is it? Upon the suppo- 
sition | maintain, it will be the fault of those who choose 
to rais® the standard of disunion, and endeavor to prostrate 
this Goverament; and, sir, when that is done, so long as 
it pleases God to give me a voice to express iny sentiments, 
or an arm, weak and enfeebled as it may be by age, that 
voice and that arm will be on the side of my country for 
the support of the general authority, and for maintenance 
of the powers of this Union.” 


He said, I say, that I will yield no inch, no 
word, to the threat of secession, unconstitutional, 
revolutionary, dangerous, un wise, at variance with 
the heart and the hope of all mankind save them- 
selves. ‘Io that I yield nothing; but if States 
loyal to the Consutution, if people magnanimous 
and just, desiring a return of fraternal feeling, 
shall come to us and ask for peace, for permanent, 
enduring peace and affection, and say, ** What 
will you grant?’’ I say to them, ** Ask all thata 
gentleman ought to propose; and I will yield all 
that a gentleman ought tooffer.’’ Nay, more: if 
you are galled because we claim the right*to pro- 
hibit slavery in territory now free, or in any Ter- 
ritery whic h acknowledges our jurisdiction, we 
will evade—I speak but for myseif—I will aid in 
evading that question; I will agree to make it all 
States, and let the people decide at once. I will 
agree to place them in that condition where the 
prohibition of slavery will never be necessary to 
justify ourselves to our consciences or to our con- 
stituents. I will agree to anything which is not 
to force upon me the necessity of protecting sla- 
very in the name of freedom. To that Ll never 
can and never will yield. 

Now, Mr. President, I trust I say that in no 

spirit of unkindness. My friend from Louisiana, 
in his count—his hypothetical count—againstus, 
supposes a case. He says: ** If you were to re- 
fuse South Carolina her two Senatorships; if you 
were to allow her but one Senator, what then? 
tevolution.’? He says: ** What if a northern 
President just elected should come in and give all 
the offices to northern men, eating out the sub- 
stance of us of the South, what then?’’ Well, I 
answer io that: ‘* Wait, and do not dissolve the 
Union wpon a hypothesis.’’ I might tell my-friend 
from Louisiana that, after all, this thing of not 
having office is not so very hard to bear. We 
Whigs tried it a long ime; we Republicans have 
experienced it very often. 1 have been for nearly 
thirty years a man, and have never been able ex- 
cept for a very, very few months, during all that 
time, to have my slightest wish asto the General 
Government gratified, even to the appointment of 
a tide-waiter. I have been, so far as the affairs of 
the General Government are concerned, as thor- 
oughly distranchised as if I were a Chinese or a 
Hottentot. What little of position or of place I 
have acquired, has been by the generBus confi- 
dence of my own State; but I have been tabooed 
—not 1 alone, but we Whigs, we Republicans, 
have been tabooed by the General Government, 
I will not say vindictively, but, I will certainly 
say, uniformly. It is not so bad to take as you 
might suppose; it is nothing when you get used 
to #t. [Laughter.] We have not proposed to 
dissolve the Union for that. 
allowed the flame of our loyalty for one moment 
to fade because that was 80. We have loved the 
Union all the better the worse we were governed 
in it, and we will continue to do so when we are 
beaten, as we shall sometimes be to the end of the 
chapter. 


and most of you have had them ever since you 
were children; and now, when, according to the 
will of the people, constitutionally expressed, you 
are likely to lose one branch of the Government 
for a brief season, and as many of you believe 
even if you remain with us but fora very briet 


season, you propose to dissolve this Government 


and inaugurate civil war. Why, sir, as the dis- 
tinguished gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Joun- 
son] has said so well, in a speech in which there 
are so many things with which I agree, that I 
grieve there should be so many others in which 
I cannot agree—a speech Jacksonian in its tone, 


_ often Websterian in its argument—as he has said, 


and well said, even in the case of the President, 
whatean he do without you; you have a majority 
upon this floor; you can check him in his power 
of appointment; youcan compel him to select good 
men. Will he touch slavery; will his Cabinet; 
will you lethim? Who isto be hurt? A gen- 
tleman from Georgia said the other day that the 


Federal Government might comply with all the | 


| requisitions of the Constitution, and yet in ten 


Sir, we have never | 


I ask tke distinguished gentleman from Louis | 
iana, does it not look—I will not say that itis | 


How? 

[At this point, a chair occupied by Mr. Mason 
in thg area in front of the Secretary’s desk, owing 
to the frail condition of its supporters, gave way, 
precipitating its occupant to the floor.] 

The incident before me, Mr. President, is not 
the only case where a fall will succeed dissolu- 
tion. [Laughter.] 

Sir, Lam loth to believe that gentlemen are really 
in earnest in supposing, in the case before me, in 
believing that if men will not serve in the South, 
and they are appointed from the North because 
you will not serve there, that is cause of separa- 


years slavery cease to exist. 


| uon. When we were engaged ten years ago, as 


I left this coast, in compromise, as some people 
say we are now, 1! heard somebody say, “ Oh, 
never mind, never mind; only give me a toll of a 
dollar apiece on all men of the South who will 
come over the Potomac to get office, and I would 
be arich man.’’ LI admit the sentiment is very 


different now in some of the southern States, per- || 


haps inall. I will say another thing: the senti- 
ment to hold office now among loyal men at the 
South is not for the mere sake of office; it is a 
higher hope anda holier purpose; they come now, 


| when they do come, or as they shall come, for the 
Union, for good government, for constitutional 


government, for peace, for glory,and for the im- 
mortal renown of their country. Arid all the 
threats of dissolution, amid all the croakings and 
predictions of evil, when the gentleman gots up in- 
flamed by the momentary inspiration, and declares 
that there will be civil war, and when, while with 
one breath he says there will be civil war, in the 
next as he concludes, in an expression full of pa- 
thos, he says, ‘* Let us depart in peace,’’ ** crying 
peace, peace, when there is no peace’’—amid all 
this, | have great faith yet in the loyalty of the 
people of the South tothe Union. I see around me 
to-day, on every hand, that the clouds are break- 
ing away. I have great—I had well nigh said 
unshaken—confidence in right, in truth, and in 
duty. I see men of every shade of opinion upon 
other subjects, agreeing in this one thing: that in 
secession there is danger and death. | see from 
** Old Chippewa,’’ from General Wool, from men 
of their high character, of their great age, of their 
proud career, of their enlarged patriotism, down 
to the lower ranks of men who love the country 
and venerate the Constitution—I see and I hear 
everywhere expressions that even yet fill the pa- 
triot heart with hope; and | am not without hope 
that, when there is delay, when time is allowed 


| to the feverish sentiment to subside and for re- 
turning reason to resume its place, trusted to the | 


people of this whole Union, the Constitution of 
the Union will remain safe, unshaken forever; 
yes, sir, unul, 
** Wrapt in flames the worlds of ether glow, 
And Heaven’s last thunder shakes the world below.”’ 


Sir, as I approach a close, | am reminded that 


| the honorable Senator from Louisiana has said, 


in a tone which I by no means admired, ‘“‘ Now, 








January 3 
e , 
gentlemen of the North,a State has seceded; you 
must either acknowledge her independence: 
you must make war.”” Tothat we reply: we will 
take no counsel of our opponents; we will not 
acknowledge her independence. They Say We 
cannot make war against the State; and the con. 
tleman undertakes to ridicule the distinction which 
we make between a State and individuals. & 
it was a distinction that Mr. Madison well yp 
stood; it was a distinction that General Jackson 
was very well determined to recognize; it was tho 
| distinction which was made in the whole aru. 
/ment when the Constitution was formed: and [ 
/may say here and now, that all the arguments 
adduced by the gentleman from Elliot’s Debates 
/on the subject of the formation of the Constity- 
tion, were arguments addressed against the pro- 
priety or wisdom of giving, under the old patched- 
up Confederation, power to the Government to 
compel States, because they could not; they did 
not dare te do it, for they did not choose to eop- 
found the innocent with the guilty, and make war 
on some portion of unoffending people because 
others were guilty; and therefore, among other 
| reasons, the new Government was formed a Union 
‘*a more perfect Union,’’ by one people, That 
is the answer to the whole argument. 

Now, sir, let us examine for a minute this idea 
that we cannot make war. First, we do not pro- 
pose to do it. Does any gentleman on this side 
of the Chamber propose to declare war against 
South Carolina? Did you ever hear us suggest 
such a thing? You talk to us about coercion: 
many of you talk to us as if you desired us to 
attemptit. It would not be very strange if a Goy- 
ernment, and hitherto a great Government, were 

| to coerce obedience to her law upon the part of 
those who were subject to her jurisdiction. No 
| greatcause of complaintin that, certainly. ‘ But,” 
says the gentleman, ‘‘these persons offending 
against your law are a sovereign State; you can- 
| not make war upon her;”’ and, following out with 


» Or 


Sir, 
der- 


|| the acuteness of a Jawyer what he supposes to be 


the modus operandi, he asks: ** What will you do if 
you will not acknowledge her independence, and 
you do not make war; how will you collect your 
revenue?’? And he goes on to show very conclu- 
| sively, to his own mind, that we cannot. He 
shows us howaskillful lawyer, step by step, will 
interpose exception, motion, demurrer, rejoinder, 
and surrejoinder, from the beginning to the end 
of the legal chapter; and he says, with an air of 
| triumph, which I thought did not well become a 
gentleman that is yet (may he remain so always) 
| «a Senator from a sovereign State, upon the floor 
of this Chamber; he says, with an air of triumph: 
** It is nonsense; you cannot do it; you will not 
acknowledge her; you will not declare war; you 
cannot collect your revenue.”’ Sir, if that is the 
case to-day, it has been so for seventy years; we 
have been at the mercy of anybody and every- 
body who might choose to flout us. Is that true? 
| Are we a Government? Have we power to exe- 
| cute our laws? The gentleman threatens us with 
the consequences; and he says if we attempt It, 
there will be all sorts of legal delays interposed, 
and when that is done, there will be a mob; a 
great Government will be kicked out of existence 
| by the tumultuous and vulgar feet of a mob, and 
he seems to rejoice at it. If we do not do it, he 
| says, ** Why do you not advance?”’ He puts me 
somewhat in mind of the lawyer—and belonging 
' to that honorable profession myself, he will par- 
|| don me for alluding to it—in the play of London 
| Assurance, I think, who gets into a controversy 
| with Cool, insults him, and says, when Cool 
does notkick him, that ‘he is a low, underbred 
fellow; he cannot afford the luxury of kicking 
me: he knows he would have to pay for It. 
|| [Laughter.) Why, Mr. President, against the 
legal objections to collecting the revenue in a case 


| 
where South Carolina revolts, and individuals 
‘| refuse to pay duties, against the lawyership ol 
‘| my friend from Louisiana, I will put another 
'| lawyer, General Jackson, a man of whom Mr. 
| Waleue said, that when he put his foot out he 
|| never took it back; and if the gentleman wants & 
‘| solution of the difficulties as to the manner in 
| which the revenue is to be collected near the sov- 
| ereign State of South Carolina, when she 1s 10 & 
condition of revolt or revolution, | will show him 
| what General Jackson thought, and ordered to 
| be done, when South Carolina revolted once be- 


fore. I will read, or my distinguished friend, 
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; who sits near me, will read for me, the instruc- mediation of those allied to these people in blood, Senate, | move to postpone the further consider- 
u tions of General Jackson as to the mode of col- || in sympathy, in interest, may effect, let that be | ation of this question until Monday next, at one 
"| lecting the revenue when South Carolina was || done; butat last let the laws be maintained and the || o’clock, when | desire to offer some observations 
preparing by ordinance of nullification to refuse Union preserved. At whatever cost, by whatever | on the various propositions which have been sub- 
" to pay it. constitutional process, through whatever of dark- || mitted, and probably on the general state of the 
Mr. DOOLITTLE read, as follows, from Pres- || ness or danger there may be, let us proceed in the || country. 
h ident Jackson’s instructions to the collector at broad luminous path of duty ‘* till danger’s trou- rhe motion was agreed to. 
’ > ° -~T « ° 7 P » . » 9 ‘ 
c Charleston, of the 6th of November, 1832: bled night be passed and the star of peace returns. Mr. WILSON. I desire to say a few words 
. «Upon the supposition that the measures of the conven As | take my leave of a subjec t upon which I || jn reply to some remarks that have been made, 
fe tion, or the acts of the Legislature, may consist, in part || have detained you too long, { think in my Own | especially by the Senator from Louisiana. The 
) ; . @ > wa of »U dd S »S S- ’ i : > . i a . “ : . 
n at least, in dec —e the tg “ ~ { oa mh pe ; into | mind whether I shall add anything in my feebl Senator from Georgia has the floor for Monday, 
e ing duties unconstitutional, and nall and void, and in tor- an , a li cai e é vieuwitee@ acne ne ; : ae . . we 
"a hiding their execution and the collection of the duties || WY to the hopes, the praye rs, the i spirations that || and I should like to follow him; and for that 
I within the State of South Carolina, you will, immediately || are going forth daily for the perpetuity ofthe Union purpose I move to assign the resolutions of the 
ts after it shall be formally announced, resort to all the means || of these States. { ask myself, shall I add any- | Senator from Tennessee, which we had under 
“ pe asi og = ate, one peg. eae: Am beats = oe - thing to that volume of invocation which is every- || consideration this morning, for Tuesday next at 
8 of March, 1799, to counteract the measures whic ay be there rising is awan, ** anare ogni ¥ S : 
u- adopted to give effect to that declaration. where rising up to high Heaven, ** spare (m9 hh om ONO * lock. c ee 
ss “For this purpose you will consider yourself authorized | the madness of disunion and civil war!’ Sir, The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pork in 
d to employ the revenue mn sa — en your || standing in this Chamber and speaking upon this || the chair.) 1 understand that these resolutions 
F district, and provide as many boats, and employ as many || subject. [ eannot foreet that | am standing ina |! have 3 3 
to inspectors as may be necessary for the execution of the || © i Js 4 th : ; = , ik > one far. fi iohti oth an } have already been postponed to Monday at one 
id jaw, and for the purposes of the act already referred to. | ace once occupied Dy one lar, far misntier the 0 clock. : ; : 
ms You will, moreover, cause a sufficient number of officers . the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to Mr. TOOMBS. Y es, Sir; my motion was to 
a of cutters and inspectors to n placed on board, me in|} unloose. It was upon this subject of secession, |) fix Monday for all these propositions. 
é charge of every vessel arriving from a foreign port or place P diannio r discord. of civil war. that Web- V4. . . : -_ dene 
a with goods, wares, or merchandise, as soon as practicable || disuni¢ n, of disc rd, : civ | war, ' . oo Mr. WILSON. If that is so, it is all right; I 
er after her first coming within your district, and direct them || SteT uttered those immortal sentiments clothed in |) did not so understand it. 
o. to anchor her in some safe place within the harbor, where || immortal words, married to the noblest expres- Mr. CRITTENDEN. When I presented the 
at she more pee oom any o ot eae os ip nd | sions that ever fell from*human lips, which alone |) resolution which I offered to the Senate this morn- 
wal unauthorized attempt to discharge her Cargo belore a c¢ - . staid ade hi . 7” a Bias »mbere . Sa . . . t 
pliance with the laws; and they will remain on board of || would have mad him memorabl and rememb« red ing, I omitted to ask that it be printed. I now 
lea her at such place until the reports and entries required || forever. Sir, I cannot improve upon those CX- || make that motion. 
a by law shall be made, both of vessel and cargo, and the || pressions. They were uttered nearly thirty years The motion was agreed to. 
id duties paid or secured to be paid to your satistaction, and || ago, in the face of what was imagined to be a great Mr. GWIN. I move that the Senate adjourn. 
lde until the regular permit shall be granted for landing the |} dancer. then happily dissipated. They were ut TIT REY . . pn 
nst eargo 3 and it will be your duty, against any forcible at- | anger, the ne lapplly diss! pate a. ; ley wert u or Mr. YULEE. Before the ¢ uestion is put, I 
est tempt, to retain and defend the custody of said vessel by || tered in the fullness of his genius, from the full- || desire to move that, instead of adjourning until 
2 the aid of the officers of = customs, inspectors and off- || ness of his heart. They have found echo since |) Saturday, as was proposed this morning, we 
to on Sy conan Gens aad C a ore oe 1 then in millions of homes and in foreign lands. || adjourn until Monday 
ti ye fully . : 8 ease of any atte Se ia ee ce ; ; He secs te : , wey : ; 
ov- move her or her cargo from the custody of the officers of They havi been a text-book in schools. Phey Mr. GWIN. Saturday is assigned for the 
re the customs, by the form of legal process from State tribu- have been an inspiration to public hope and to || Pacific railroad bill. 
of nals, you will nat yield the custody to Such attempt ; but || public liberty. As close, I repeat them; [adopt || Mr. YULEE. It is impossible that you can 
No pee on ae r the peculiar dine um . nae an tay i ‘|| them. If in their presence I were to attempt to dispose of that bill on Saturday 
aN means as, e ° 2c - e ° SUINCES, } a} tT ive yr Tet ¢ y r ° * ¥ , , ~ ry yO , Tet ns of . 
1 sally do, to resist such process, and prevent the removal of || Ve utterance to any w ords of my own, should || The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
ot the vessel and cargo. _ ; \| feel that I ought to say, || is on the metion to adjourn. 
oa Ghouls ae ae hehe ag veusel a : bee a. snd. ‘* And shall the lyre so long divine, || Mr. GRIMES. I move to amend it, by say- 
an pleted, and the duties paid, or secured to be paid by bond, | Degenerate into hands like mine 2?” || ing that the adjournment shall be to Mond t 
vith or bonds with securities to your satisfaction, within the | so : ; ‘ : S SSS RS BGOULREIERS GRRE HS 0. SueneRy & 
i time limited by law, you will, at the expiration of that || Sir, [ adopt the closing passages of that im- || twelve o’elock. 
loif time, take a ea of the cargo, -_ — a store a || mortal speech; they-are my sentiments; they are Mr. GWIN. Thatis notin order. I move that 
ond same at Castle Pinckney, or some other sate place; and in || the sentiments of every man upon this side of || the Senate do now adjourn, 
an due time, if the duties are not paid, sell the same, accord- || < a ; re ae 
oar ing to the direction of the fifty-sixth section of the act of || the ¢ hamber; I would fain believe they are the _Mr. GRIMES. | propose to amend that mo- 
eh. the 2d of Mareh, 1799; and you are authorized to provide || sentiments of every man upon this floor; | would || tion, if it is in order to do so, so that the adjourn- 
He such stores as may be necessary for that purpose.’ fain believe that they are an inspiration, and will || ment shall be to Monday. 

. ri - Ie pai > | j = rt’ yar 1% % ° 
will Mr. BAKER. Mr. President, there is my an- || becomea power throughout the length and breadth The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
dae. swer to the whole argument of inconvenience and || of this broad Confederacy; that again the aspira- || is on the motion to adjourn. 
ah impossibility on the part of the distinguished | tions and hopes and prayers for the Union may Mr. GWIN. [| call for the yeas and nays. 

it ae o ¢ c* 1 as ae : . a. | a a - a a " 9 . ® 
sat Senator from Louisiana. There is the manner, }| rise like a perpetual hymn of hope and praise. Mr. WILSON. Let us have a division simply 
8 é allowing all the ingenuity he can claim for his || But, sir, however this may be, these thoughts are || on the question of adjourning over. I am in 
avs) oe of defeat; there is the way in which the Old || mine; these prayers are mine; and as, reverently |! favor of sitting on Saturday, and taking up the 
door {ero cut the knot which some people cannot un- |} and fondly, I utter them, I leave the discussion: || Pacific railroad bill on that day. 
nph: tie. And that is neither an acknowledgment of | ** When my eyes shall be turned to behold for Mr. GWIN. That is what I want. We have 
| not the independence of South Carolina, nor is it war. || the last time the sun in heaven, may I not see him || already passed an order that when we adjourn, 
you If, from that, collision come, let him bear the |! shining on the broken and dishonored fragments || it be to Saturday. Now, I want to adjourn, 6o 
s the danger who provokes it. ; ; _ || of a once glotious Unton; on States dissevered, || that we shall meet on Saturday. 
ae Why, sir, there is nothing practical in this || discordant, belligerent; on a land rent with civil The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
very- attempted idea that we cannot punish an individ- || feuds, or drenched, it may be, in fraternal blood! || taken, resulted—yeas 24, nays 4; as follows: 
true? ual, or that we cannot compel him to obey the || Let their last feeble and lingering glance rather YEAS—Messrs. Bigler, Bragg, Brown, Clingman, Davis, 
: ~ . | . . ; . nie ? =, » ‘ : 
. exe- law, because a sovereign State will undertake to || behold the gorgeous ensign of the tepublic, now || Doolittle, Douglas, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Foster, Gwin, Hemp- 
with succorhim. There is no more sense in that, than || known and honored throughout the earth, still yon oy a re! Pennessee, een ren tee 
; there we i > pwe > da y »olehr: . | P ° . 7 ° lam, KK ice, Saulsbury, Simmons igia $0 
pt it there was in the excuse made by a celebrated || full high advanced, its arms and trophies stream- || ana Tutes aa, P eT oT 
osed, commander-in-chief for profane swearing. The || ing in their original luster, not a stripe erased or || |NAYS—Messrs. Grimes, Sumner, Toombs, and Witk- 
alee & Duke of York, as you may remember, sir, was, || polluted, nor a single star obscured, bearing for its || inson—4. 
| »j eorce ia fs > ‘ . . 1 5 : 
tence during the reign of George III, his father, not |) motto no such miserable interrogatory as ‘ What So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
», and only commander-in-chief of the British forces, | is all this worth?’ nor those other words of delu- || adjourned. 
it, he but he was titular Bishop of Osnaburgh: that is, |! sion and folly, ‘ Liberty first, and Union after- || - ener 
its me he had a Ang eeenty Ch soereaay Chee || wards;’ but everywhere, spread all over in char- 1 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
aa was originally related to the Church, and he was || acter ivi ic azi : . || 
nging hunt he, le pie: le Ms e was || acters of living light, blazing on all its ample } Tuurspay, January 3, 1861. 
I par- ominal bishop of that principality. At a tav- || folds, as they float over the sea and over the land, |} Hass SBacten ent ahead aber) Minis 
> vas am eel -s . . | » use > ’ ac . r p 
aden ern one day, while the commander-in-chief was || and in every wind under the whole Heavens, that || - Cl anl ar Rev Tiaadad oh Brod — 
versy swearing profanely, a gentleman of the Church || other sentiment, dear to every true American |! or et ; i f. sn oda with nated eae 
’ 7 : e e : . J * ‘ | > "Nhe »f veste 2 red. 
Cool of England felt it his duty to reprove him, and |} heart, * Liberty and Union, now and forever, one || ee Te : — 
ead “ to him, ** Sir, I am astonished that a bishop || and inseparabie!’ ’’ i] FAST-DAY SERVICES. 
ap should swear in the manner that you do.” ‘* Sir,”’ si aed ; 
icking . ; paneer ey ae COMMITTEE OF THIRTEEN. ‘|| The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
yr it.” said he, *f want you to distinctly understand | ‘| lowing communication from the Chaplains of 
ist the that I do not swear as the Bishop of Osnaburgh; Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I suppose, ara P 
a case | swear as the Duke of York, the commander-in- |; by common consent, the Senate will now take up || _— Tuurspay Morwina, January 3, 1861 
’ nha 3 . ° | ° ° § t NING, ; e 
iduals chief.’” « Ah, sir, said the old man, ‘‘ when the || the report of the committee of thirteen. | Will Mr. Speaker Penntneron be kind enough to notify 
@ . | r aT a Tht Tr . . . me on - . s 3 
ship of Lord shall send the duke to hell, what will be- || The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Mason in |) the House that the union religious meeting provided for by 
nother come of thebishop?’? [Laughter.} Now, if, in || the chair.) The subject before the Senate can be || resolution on Monday, in accordance with the President’s 
m Mr. consequence of an attempt to violate the revenue || laid aside by general consent, and the Chair will || Procl#mation, and under the direction of the Chaplains, 
m law. . Mi aes ‘ || will commence, by Divine permission, to-morrow, at two 
out he ws, some persons should be hurt, I do not know || so understand it, if there be no objection. The |! oscjock, p. m.,in the Hall of the House; and that the mem- 
vants a that it will better their condition at all that South |) report indicated by the Senator will be considered || bers and officers of the House are respectfully invited to be 
mer in rere will stand as a stake to their back. I || as before the Senate, the pending question being _ — By so duing, he will oblige his friends, the 
hare think that is the i -sense y on the motion to print a thousand extra copies || “24pi4ins. 
he sov aa : 8 the plain common sense answer to 1 tion print a thousand extra cop 1 am, with all respect, (for Dr. Goruey as well as myself,) 
is ina that has been said on that subject. of it. i yours in Christ, T. H. STOCKTON. 
yw him Sir,as Lleave that branch of it, indeed as I leave Mr. DOUGLAS addressed the Senate for two PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
ered to - subject altogether, I will simply say that I || hours and a half. (His speech will be published || 2RSO} 0 
nee be- ‘ope it will never come. Whatever moderation, | in the Appendix.] || Mr.McKNIGHT. 1 should like it to appear 
friend, Whatever that great healer, time, whatever the Mr. TOOMBS. If it be the pleasure of the | 
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House reported in the Globe, that Mr. Vanpever 
was yesterday absent from the House in conse- 
quence of the death of one of his children; and 
his absence from the House to-day will be ex- 
plained by the same fact. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


Mr. CRAWFORD. As to-morrow is set apart 
as a day of fasting, | will move that when the 


s 


House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday || 


next. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. PHELPS moved to reconsider the vote by 


which the motion was agreed to; and also moved | 


to lay the motion on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


THE TOBACCO TRADE. 
Mr. QUARLES. 


and have it adopted by the House. If objection 


be made, I suppose it must go to the Committee || © ) 
| fore they were referred. 


on Printing. I offer the following: 


Resolved, That five hundred extra copies of the report 
of the select committee on the tobacco trade between the 
United States and foreign countries be printed for the use 
of the House. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes the 
resolution must go the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. QUARLES. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to adopt the resolution at this 
time, 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


I desire to offer a resolution, | 


The unanimous consent of | 


the House could notadopt the resolution without | 


reference to the Committee on Printing, as the 
law provides. 
The SPEAKER. 
on Printing. 
The resolution was accordingly referred. 
WEST POINT MILITARY COMMISSION. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, by unanimous con- 


It must go to the Committee | 


sent, introduced the following resolution; which | 


was read, and, under the law, referred to the 
Committee on Printing: 

Resolved, That five thousand extra copies of the report 
ofthe West Point Military Academy Commission be printed 
for the use of the House of Representatives, and that five 
hundred be placed at the disposal of the War Department, 
and that members of the commission have the same num- 
ber as a member of the House. 


ASHTABULA CRISIS MEETING. 
Mr. HUTCHINS. 


I ask the unanimous con- 


sent of the House for leave to present the pro- | 


ceedings of a public meeting held at Ashtabula, 
Ohio, and to move that they be referred to the 
select committee of thirty-three. 


ae PS 1] 
lowing resolution. It will, of course, go to the |} 


Committee on Printing: 
Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the House 


of Representatives twenty tive hundred copies ofthe report | 


from the Executive Departinents on the subject of the Afri- 
an slave trade, s 
House. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. 
olution. 

Mr. MORSE. Ihope not. It will go to the 
Committee on Printing for its report. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. L insist on my objection. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution cannot be 


received, objection being made. 


I must object to the res- 


ASHTABULA CRISIS MEETING——AGAIN. 


_Mr. CLEMENS. I rise to a privileged ques- 
tion. I move to reconsider the vote by which the 
proceedings of a meeting held at Ashtabula, in 
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‘| Mr. HUTCHINS. 


ent in in answer to the resolution of this | 


| Ohio, were referred to the select committee of | 


thirty-three. They ought to have been read, be- 


When they are read, I 


/am satisfied that the otber side of the House will 


oppose their reference as much as any on this 
side. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
resolutions. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I call for the reading of the 
resolutions. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. I move that the motion to 
reconsider be laid upon the table. 

Mr. CLEMENS. Let the proceedings be read. 

The proceedings were read, as follows: 


Call for the reading of the 


County Meeting. 

TheRepublicans of the county assembled in considerable 
number at Jefferson on Monday last, and after organization, 
by calling Abel Krum, Esq., to the chair, and electing Judge 
Parsons and A. B. Watkins vice presidents, and W. C. 
Howells and J. N. Wight, seeretaries, selected the follow- 
ing gentlemen as a committee on resolutions, to wit: 

Abner Kellogg, Samuel Hayward, C. 8. Simonds, Henry 
Krum, J. D. Hulbert, Ed. A. Wright, and Albe Coleman. 

During the absence of the committee, the meeting was 
addressed by D. Cadwell, Esq., Rev. L. B. Beaeh of An 


| dover, and Ifon. J. R. Giddings. 
| The committee on resolutions then submitted the follow- | 
ing; which, after some discussion, were adopted : 


The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair hears no objec- || 


tion, and they will be referred accordingly. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 
my individual consent that those proceedings 
shall take that reference, [ should like to hear 


from the select committee of thirty-three. 


The SPEAKER. The chairman of the com- || 


mittee is not present. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. The whole coun- 
try is waiting to hear what report that committee 
will make. I am against referring anything more 


Before I can give 


to that committee, which seems to have become | 


a universal grave for the reception of all the diffi- 
culties of all the people of all of the United States. 
rr 

Mr. MORSE. I ask that the resolution I send 
up to the Clerk’s desk be read. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I ask that the pro- 
ceedings presented by the gentleman from Ohio 
be read. [ want to know what they are. 


The SPEAKER. The proceedings have been | 


already referred, and it is now too late to make 
objection, or to ask for their reading. 


ORDNANCE AT WASHINGTON NAVY-YARD. 


Mr. MORSE. Lask the unanimous consent 
of the I fouse for leave to introduce the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested 
f0 communicate to this House the report of the superin- 
tendent of orduanee atthe Washington navy-yard on rifled 
cannon and the armament of ships-of-war. 


There was no objection, and the resolution was | 


read, considered, and agreed to. 


SLAVE TRADE. 


Mr. MORSE. 1 also ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House for leave to introduce the fol- 


| 


The Republicans of Ashtabula county in convention as- 
sembled, deem it proper to express their views upon the 
present condition of this Government, and the questions 


now claimingthe attention of every American citizen, and || 


of all the civilized nations of the earth: Therefore, 
Resolved, That while we deprecate the acts and threats 


of secession and disunion, as well as the bitterness and | 


hatred manifested by the people of the slave States toward 
the free States, we assert, with entire confidence, that they 
are not justified by any act of ours, nor by any act or prin- 
ciple of the Republican party. 


2. That the declaration of principles contained in the | 
Chicago platform embodies the truc principles of all legiti- | 


mate Governments, and the principles upon which our 
Federal Union was tounded, and thatany surrender or com- 
promise of those principles on the part of the North, or ot 
the Republican party, would be a surrender of truth to 
falsehood, of right to wrong, and a disgrace to ourselves 
and our posterity. 

3. That in the recent nomination and election of Abra- 


: . = | ham Lincoln and Hannibal Hamlin, the Republican party 
what prospect there is of our receiving a report || 


have but exercised the rights which are guarantied to free- 


| men under the Consticution, and for the exercise of such 


rights they can make no apology, and ask no absolution. 
4. That while we pledge ourselves to faithfully preserve 
the Constitution in letter and spirit, we hereby declare our 


deliberate and settled determination to resist to the utmost | 


of our moral and political power all attempts, come from 
whatever source they may, to make any further compro- 
inises with or concessions to slavery. 

5. That while we see innocent men shot down upon the 
soil of our free States, barbarously murdered in the pres- 


| ence of our people, under the fugitive slave act, we regard 
with abhorrence and scorn northern men who express a 


Willingness to intensify these barbarities, to induce slave- 
holders to save the Union. 

6. That it is the duty of the Government to protect the 
public property, and resist, with strong arm, the aggres- 
sions of the rebels at Charleston ; and that the course pur- 
sued by President Buchanan betrays either cowardice and 
imbecility or deliberate treason to the Government; and 
that General Cass, by separating himself from the Admin- 
istration, and retusing to participate in its criminal delays, 
has shown himself a patriot. 

7. That the speech delivered in the Senate of the United 
States on the I7th instant by Hon. B. F. Wade receives 
our unqualified approval, and represents truly the feelings 
of the people of the North in the present crisis. With him 
we repeat, ‘‘ the day of compromises is past.”’ 

8. That Senator Hale, of New Hampshire, and Repre- 
sentatives Hutchins and Bingham, from ow State, merit, 
and we hereby tender to them, our thanks for their prompt 


| and ready action in the maintenance of our principles in 


the present session of Congress. 

9. That these proceedings be published in the county 
papers and the Ohio State Journal, and that a copy of the 
— be forwarded to Hon. B. F. Wade and our 
Representative in Congress, with a request that they be 
presented to their respective Houses. 

The meeting then adjourned sine die. * 

vs - A. KRUM, Chairman. 

’. C. Howetts, . 
J. N. Wien, ; Secretaries. 








_ 





January 3, 





Mr. COX. I|am in favor of the reconsider. 
tion asked for by the gentleman from Virginia c 
Is the motion to lay upon 
the table debatable? If it is not, J objec nie 
colleague making a speech. 

Mr. COX. I can speak to the reconsideration 
of the reference of the proceedings which Were 
presented by my colleague. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. I have moved to lay that 
motion to reconsider upon the table. prs 

Mr. COX. I have the floor for the present, | 
do not propose to detain the House very lone 
Those resolutions ought to be characterized vl 
they deserve. When they go to the select com. 
mittee of thirty-three, that committee ought to 
understand what is the source from whence they 
emanate. They are conceived in hypocrisy, and 

They spring from 


ttom y 


they are hatched in disunion. 
that very spirit and class, which, in connection 
with southern extremists, have, by law-breaking 
and nullification, brought about the peril which 
this committee is trying to avert. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. I call the gentleman to 
order. The motion to lay upon the table is pot 
| debatable. 
| The SPEAKER. The Chair has received the 
motion to lay upon the table, and debate is not 
| now in order. 
| Mr. COX. Did the Chair receive that motion 
| before I rose? 
| The SPEAKER. It was received in time, and 
is now pending. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I demand the 
| yeas and nays on the motion to lay upon the 
table. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


WITIIDRAWAL OF AN APPEAL. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 


Trise to a question of priy- 
ilege. I withdraw the appeal which I took ‘yes- 
terday from the decisiog of the Speaker. I will 
state, at the same time, that my opinion as to 
the correctness of the Speaker’s decision has not 
changed; but, rather than embarrass so import- 
ant a proposition as that of my friend from Mich- 
| igan, FMr. Howarp,] I consent to withdraw my 
| appeal. 


ASHTABULA CRISIS MEETING——AGAIN. 
The SPEAKER. The question now recurs on 


the motion to lay upon the table the motion to re- 
| consider the vote by which certain proceedings 
| were referred to the select committee of thirty- 
three. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
‘the affirmative—yeas 89, nays 65; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Adrain, Aldrich, 
Allen, Alley, Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Bray- 
ton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnham, Campbell, Carey, 
Carter, Case, Coburn, Colfax, Covode, Dawes, Delano, 
Duell, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Etheridge, Farns 
worth, Fenton, Foster, Frank, French, Gooch, Grow, 
Gurley, Hale, Haskin, Helmick, Hickman, Hindman, 
Hoard, William A. Howard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, 
Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, Killinger, 
DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, 
Marston, Charles D. Martin, McKean, McPherson, Mocr- 
head, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Olin, Palmer, Perry, 
| Pettit, Porter, Pottle, Edwin R. Reynolds, Royce, Sedg- 
| wick, Sherman, Spaulding, Spinner, Stevens, ‘Tappan, 
Thayer, Train, Trimble, Verree, Wade, Waldron, Walton, 
Cadwalader C. Washburn, Elihu B. Washburne, Wells, 
and Wilson—89. 

NAYS—Messrs. Green Adams, William C. Anderson, 
Avery, Barksdale, Barret, Boteler, Branch, Briggs, Burch, 
John B. Clark, Clemens, Cobb, Cox, James Craig, Craw- 
ford, John G. Davis, Reuben Davis, Florence, Fouke, Gar- 
nett, Gartrell, Gilmer, Hardeman, J. Morrison Harris. Jobn 
T. Harris, Hatton, Hill, Holman, Houston, William How- 
ard, Hughes, Jones, Kunkel, James M. Leach, Leake, 
Logan, Love, Maclay, Mallory, E*bert S. Martin, May- 
nard, MeClernand, McKenty, Laban ‘T’. Moore, Sydenham 
Moore, Niblack, Noell, Pendleton, Peyton, Pryor, Push, 
Quarles, Riggs, James C. Robinson, Scott, Simms, Steven- 
son, Stokes, Thomas, Vance, Webster, Whiteley, Wins- 
low, Woodson, and Wright—65. 


So the motion was laid on the table. 


During the vote, , 
Mr. THOMAS stated that Mr. Crate, of North 
Carolina, was confined to his room by illness. 
Mr. HINDMAN said: Mr. Speaker, this com- 
mittee of thirty-three was raised to consider all 
propositions, from ull parts of the country. The 
resolutions introduced by the member from Olio 
are propositions from a part of his constituents 
_ As such, let them go the committee. 
| Mr. BRANCH stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Rvrrin, was confined to his room by illness. — 
Mr, ALLEN said: Mr. Speaker, as all matters 
bearing upon the subject of the present state of 





~~ Mm 


_~- -— «=~ aim 


ti 


re 
In 


lov 


spr 
aul 
res 
hor 


fen 


he 


on 
ind 


the 
the 


riv- 
res- 
will 
3 to 
not 
Orte- 
ich- 


my 


son 
) re- 
ings 
irty- 


d in 


lrich, 
Bray- 
arey, 
lano, 
‘arns 
TOW, 
Iman, 
rvine, 
inger, 
vejoy, 
VMoor- 
Perry, 
Sedg- 
ippan, 
‘alton, 
\Vells, 


erson, 
Rurch, 
Craw- 
», Gar- 
:. John 
 tlow- 
Leake, 
_ May- 
enham 
Pugh, 
teven- 
Wins- 


North 
$8. 

3 com- 
ler all 
, The 
1 Ohio 


uents 


2, Mr. 
ss. 
atters 


tate of 





1861. 


2 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 














the country have thus far been referred to the 
we : = oP 
committee of thirty-three, I vote *‘ ay. 
The vote was announced as above recorded. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- | 


ness is the consideration of questions in respect to | 
the Distriet of Columbia, ta A 

Mr. CARTER. Mr.Speaker, J have been sick | 
eve: since this day was set apart for the consid- | 
eration of the business of the District of Columbia, 
and have, therefore, been unable to call the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia together. So 
far as I am concerned, I am unprepared ‘for the 
consideration of that business to-day. I move, 
then, that its further consideration be postponed 
until Tuesday next, and made the special order 
for that day. 

Mr. HUGHES. I object to that. 

Mr. CARTER. I modify my motion, so as to 
make it next Thursday. 

Mr. HUGHES. There are several bills before || 
the House that do not require for our action a | 
meeting of the Committee for the District of Co- | 
lumbia. 1 will remind the House that last year the | 
9th of May was assigned for the transaction of 
the business of this District. On that day there | 
were two or three bills under consideration; but 
there was no final action taken on them. The 
committee rose pending an important bill; and | 
there 1s no reason why the House should not now 
go on with that measure. There are also several 
bills which have been reported from the Commit- 
tee for the District of Columbia. The railroad | 
vill, to which I refer, was left in the committee | 
oy the committee rising to permit the announce- | 
ment of a member’s death. I do not see why we | 
should not at once go on with the special order 
set apart for this day. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. If there be no spe- 
cial order for next Thursday, and the whole day 
cannot be given to the business of the District of 
Columbia, Iam satisfied. There is one bill in 
which my constituents feel a deep interest, and in 
which my colleague feels some gencral interest. 
That bill cannot be well taken up to-day, and I 
hope that the business will go over, according to | 
the suggestion of the chairman of the committee, 
until next Thursday. I think it will accommo- 
date the views of my friend. 

Mr. HUGHES. Itdoesnotaccommodate me; 
Iam prepared to go on with the discussion or || 
this business. _When we have disposed of the || 
bill before the committee, the House can then post- 
pone this District of Columbia business to any 
day it pleases. The billis one in which my con- 
stituents are deeply interested. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. What is the bill? 

Mr. HUGHES. The city railway bill. | 

Mr. FLORENCE. Has the Committee of 
Ways and Means any business to present? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to-day to have ac- 
tion on the legislative appropriation bill. 

Mr. HUGHES. I want to go to the bill I have 
referred to. When that is disposed of, I am will- 
ing to go to any other business. 

The question was taken; and Mr. Carrer’s 
motion was agreed to. 


UNITED STATES JUDGES IN OHIO. 


_ The SPEAKER. The business next in order 
is House bill No. 335, to fix the salaries of the 
ages of the district courts of the State of Ohio. 

he bill was reported back from the Committee 
on the Judiciary with two amendments. The 
pending motion is a motion to lay the whole sub- 
ret upon the table, made by the gentleman from 
llinois, (Mr. Morris.) 

The Clerk read the amendments, as follows: 

First amendment: 


In the first section of the bill, insert the words “ Ken- 
tucky and Indiana ;” so that it will read : 

That the salaries of the judges of the district courts of 
the [ nited States within and for the districts of the States || 
o! Ohio, Kentucky, and Indiana, shall be, andthe same are || 
hereby, fixed at the rate of $3,500 per annum, from and || 
after the passage of this act. 

| 


| 
} 
' 
| 
} 








Second amendment: 


plmend the second section, so as to make it read as fol- | 
Sec. 2. And beit further enacted, That said judges re- 
spectively in the State of Ohio, be, and they are hereby, || 
authorized and required to hold special terms of their | 
respective courts at least once each year at Toledo, in the 


horthern district of said State, and at Columbus, in the 
southern 


terms wh 


district of said State, in addition to the regular 
ith now are or hereafter may be required by law ; 


| I believe the bill ought to pass. 


and that the time of holding said special terms at Toledoand 
Columbus, respectively, shall be fixed by the judges of said 
respective districts, who shall give notice of the time ot 
holding the same at least two months preceding the com 
mencement of such special term, by publication in at least 
two newspapers published and of general circulation within 
said districts. 


The SPEAKER. The first question is upon 
the motion of the gentleman from Illinots, to lay 
the bill upon the table. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Llinois. 
to lay the bill and the amendments upon the table 


I made the motion 


because I thought it was an inopportune time to | 


press the passage of the bill. With the view, 


| however, to give the friends of the bill an oppor- 
| tunity now to have a vote upon the measure, I 


will withdraw the motion. 
Mr. SIMMS. Ifthe House will indulge mea 
moment, I desire to make an additicnal statement 


| in reference to the amendment I proposed to this 
| bill. I will not detain the House five minutes. 


During the last session of Congress an act was | 


passed requiring the district judge of the State 


of Kentucky to hold three additional courts in | 
that State. Under that act he is compelled to hold | 


terms of that court at the town of Paducah, three 


hundred miles from Frankfort, where the courts | 


were formerly held; also two terms of the court 
at Louisville, sixty miles distant from Frankfort; 
and also two terms at Covington, one hundred 
and twenty miles from Frankfort. He is com- 
pelled to travel to each of these points three or 
four times during the year, which will inake the 


actual distance he is compelled to travel under the | 


provisions of the actsof the last Congress, two | 


thousand miles. For his services as district judge 
he receives a sale ~ of $2,500 per annum. 
duties of his office nave been increased; be is re- 
quired to hold more terms of his court, and to 


ary from $2,500 to $3,500, equal to that proposed 
for the judges of the State of Ohio, who perform 
similar services. My object is not, as I have be- 
fore stated, to prevent the passage of this bill, or 
to prejudice its consideration before the House. 
While I would 
accord this justice to the judges of the State of 
Ohio, who have high and responsible duties to 
perform, I think it only justice to the district 
judge of Kentucky, considering the duties which 


| devolve upon him by virtue of the office he fills, 


that his salary should be raised to $3,500. If you 
increase the salary of the judge of Kentucky from 


leave him more than the $2,500, which he has 
heretofore received. 

I desired to make this statement before the prop- 
osition is voted upon; and I hope the bill will be 
amended according to the proposition I have sub- 
mitted, and then that it will be passed by the 
House. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 


I desire to state that the 


| Salary intended to be provided by this bill for the 


district judges of the State of Ohio, is the same 
that is now paid by law to the district judge for 
the northern district of Illinois; is $500 more than 
the amount paid by law to the district judge of 
Wisconsin; and is the same as that paid by law 


to the United States judge for the District of Co- | 


lumbia. 

I desire to say further, that, so far as I am ad- 
vised, there is no district judge west of the Alle- 
ghany mountains who sits as many days in court, 
and who conducts as many jury trialsevery year, 
as the several district judges of the State of Ohio. 
If there is any propriety, therefore, in the present 
compensation allowed bo uses in Wisconsin, in 
the nérthern district of Illinois, and in the Dis- 


trict of Columbia, and to other judges I might | 
|, judges of the United States district courts. 


specify, it is prenee to give the same compensa- 
tion to the judgesin the Stateof Ohio. I am very 
conversant with the business before the district 
courts of Ohio; and,as my colleague, [Mr. Cox,] 
when the bill was before the House before, made 
a statement in reference to the business of the 


|| district court of the southern district of Ohio, I 


will present here a statement in reference to the 
northern district of Ohio. In 1857, there were 
two hundred and forty-seven days of actual at- 
tendance in court for business. In 1858, there 


| were two hundred and 6ne days of actual attend- 


The | 


| travel an additional distance of two thousand | 
| miles; and my proposition is to increase his sal- 


| $2,500 a year, which he has heretofore received, | 
| to $3,500, and deduct from that the actual expense | 
| of the additional travel he is compelled to perform | 

by virtue of the actof last Congress, you will not | 
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ance in court. A grand jury was in attendance 
on court one hundred and seventy-nine days in 
1897, and one hundred and fifty-one days in 1838. 
If the salary of the judges of these courts is to 
be regulated, as my colleague [Mr. Stanton] 
thinks they should De, by the salaries of the judges 
of the courts ef common pleas of Ohio, then this 
bill will be voted down. 

Mr. STANTON. I understand the gentleman 
to say that the judge of the northern district of 
Ohio, held court two hundred and forty-seven 
days in 1857, and received a salary of $2,500— 
ten dollars a day. Now, Lask the gentleman if 
a judge’s labor is worth more than his is? 

Mr. BINGHAM. I might answer the gentle- 
man by putting the same question to him; but I 
shall not allow my colleague to avail himself of 
that sort of an argument, for he does not give 
that number of days to the public service. He 
gives but ninety days this year to the country, 
and the rest of the time he is devoting to law prac- 
tice for his own benefit. That is my answer to 
that question. 

The judges who discharge with fidelity and 
ability the duties of these respective courts of the 
State of Ohio, are generally gentlemen who do not 
agree with me politically; and therefore I have 


| only to say here, that the State of Ohio is entitled 


to the same consideration at the hands of the Fed- 
eral legislation in her courts as is given to any 
State west of the Alleghanies. | have made these 
remarks for the information of the House. I ask 
for nothing for these judges which is not alveady 


| given to other judges whose services are not so 


onerous. Lonly ask that they be put upon an 
equal footing with the judgesof the northern dis- 
trict of Illinois and of the District of Columbia. 
I leave it to the Tlouse, therefore, to determine 
whether the bill as reported by the committee 
ought not to pass. 

Mr. SIMMS Ihave taken some trouble to 
estimate the salaries of the judges of the different 
States and districts. Virginia has two judges, 
two districts, at a salary of $2,500 between them; 
South Carolina has one judge ata salary of $2,750; 


| Georgia one judge, one court, salary $2,750; Flor- 
| ida two judges and two districts—northern dis- 
| trict, salary $2,250; southern district, salary 
$3,000. 


Mr. BINGHAM. If the gentleman will par- 
don me for a moment, I undertake to say that 
each one of the district judges in Ohfo sits more 
days in the year than both the judges of Virginia 
Sit. , 

Mr. SIMMS. I admit all that the gentleman 
says; and I contend that the salaries ought to be 
arranged in proportion to the duties discharged. 


| Alabama has one judge who holds two terms of 


the court, salary $2,750; Louisiana has two judges 


| and two courts, salary $6,000 between them; Ten- 


nessee has two courts and two judges, salary 
$5,000 between them; Missouri has two courts 
and two judges, salary $5,000 between them; Ohio 
two judges and two courts, salary $5,000 between 
them; Indiana, one of the largest of the north- 
western States, has one judge and one court, sal- 
ary only $2,500; Illinois two judges and two 
courts, salary $5,000 between them; Kentucky 
has one judge, who is now compelled by law to 
hold four courts at different localities in ee State, 
ten terms of the court in all, each to be at least 
two wecks, and may be more, and he receives a 
salary of only $2,900 a year. 

Mr. EDGERTON. Before that bill is voted 
on, I wish to say a few words in relation to it. I 
know that the argument is always used, in cases 
of this kind, that some other officer receives greater 
compensation, and that, therefore, the compensa- 
tion should be made equal. I believe that officers 
of the United States Government are generally 

aid too much; and I believe that if any class of 
United States officers are paid too much, it is the 


Now, 1 know something of this court of the 
northern district of Ohio. I know that the work 
performed by that court is not arduous work. I 
know that that court performs during the year 
but very little labor comparatively. I know that 
they meet frequently, but they sit only a few 
hours during the day; and I can say that the courts 
of common pleas sit more hours during the day 
in almost every county in northern Ohio than this 
court of the northern district of Ohio—sit more 
hours during the year, and perform more labor, 
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and with equal ability. If the salaries of the other | Mr. STEVENSON. I sansa beg my friend’s || 


judges are too great, they should, if possible, be 
diminished, which | suppose, cannot be done. 

jut certainly that is no argument for raising 
the compensation of the judge of the northern 
district of Ohio. 
district, | know nothing about the amount of la- 
bor that he performs; but I do know, from expe- 
rience and observation, that the judge in the north- 
ern district of Ohio is abundantly compensated at 
present. I hope the bill will be defeated. I move 
to lay it upon the table. 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, it does seem to 
me that, in the present condition of our national 
finances, we ought not unnecessarily to increase 
the salaries of public officers. The question which 


} 


1 


As to the judge of the southern | 


addresses itself to us is this: whether we can | 


command competent talent at the present salaries. 
I think we can; and I think there is not a west- 
ern State in which the best legal talent cannot be 
obtained for judicial stations at the present rates. 

In the State of Indiana, where the judge has to 
“emg 45 very laborious duties, the district judge 
mas been for a year past in very bad health; and, 
in anticipation of a vacancy, the most eminent 
lawyers of our State have expressed a willing- 
ness to accept the position at the present salary. 
In Indiana, we can command the best legal talent 


at the present salary, and I have no doubt that | 


is the case in Illinois and Ohio. Of course, if the 
salary of the district judges in Ohio is increased, 
the salary of the judges in Illinois and Indiana, 


where the duties are quite as onerous, ought also | 


to be increased; but ] do not think it ought to be 
increased in either of those States. It may be 
said that these salaries do not amount to as much 
as the same legal talent would command in the 
profession. That is very true; but it must be 
recollected that these offices are held by a life 
tenure, and any gentleman in the profession will 
cheerfully accept a judgeship for life at a much 
less sum than he receives from the practice of his 
profession. I hope, therefore, the bill will not 
pass, although it proposes to do an act of kind- 
ness to a judge of my own State, whom I highly 
esteem. 1 move to lay the bill upon the table. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw the motion to lay upon the table. I 
desire to say a few words in reply to him. 

Mr. PORTER. I will withdraw it if the gen- 


tleman will agree to renew it. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


| 


pardon for saying that that is a non sequitur; be- || rupt. 


cause $2,500 may command the best legal talent || 


in Indiana, it does not follow that it will command || 


| the labor imposed on the judges, or in regard to 
| the talent which they should possess, is equally 


Mr. STEVENSON. I will renew it. I donot |! 


think, Mr. Speaker, that the basis upon which 


the argument of the gentleman from Indiana is | 


rested, as to his opposition to this bill, can be | 


sustained. 

Now, sir, it is a patent fact that, in many of 
these States, the labors of the judges are by no 
means equally distributed. It is not the case in 
Kentucky; and I imagine itis not the case in Ohio 


or Indiana. In some of the large cities the duties | 
of the judge occupy three fourths of the year; || 


and yet, upon the argument of the gentleman, he 


should only receive the same compensation as a | 


judge whose official duties do not occupy more 


than half that time. It does not, therefore, follow | 


that the Ohio judge, whose duties occupy three 
fourths of a year, should receive no more com- 
pensation than a judge in Indiana, whose duties 
do not, perhaps, occupy him more than two 
months in the year. 

Mr. PORTER. I beg to state to the gentleman 
that, in Indiana, there is only one district, and 
the duties of the judge are very laborious; but my 


| bill shall pass. 


| gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Bincnam,] whoseems 


experience is this: that the length of the terms of | 


these courts See depends upon the adminis- | 


trative ability of the judges, and that all these 
courts sit twice as long as they ought to. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Mr. Speaker, I certainly 
could not have misunderstood the gentleman from 
Indiana when he assumed, as a postulate, that if 
the salary of the Ohio and Kentucky judges was 
increased, that of the Indiana judges must conse- 
quently be increased. That was certainly his 
position; and | was undertaking to show that it 
was not a necessary corollary. 

Mr. PORTER. The gentleman has misunder- 
stood the basis of my argument. It was this: 
that the present salaries ought not to be increased 
if they could command the best legal talent; and 
they do command the best legal talent in the coun- 
try; because, whenever one of these judgeships 
becomes vacant, the most eminent lawyers always 
apply for the place. 


| ofland forone that he could formerly have bought. 


judge of Indiana ought also to be increased. I 


the best legal talent in Ohio or Kentucky. I 
might here offer against his opinion mine, that |! 
there are a hundred lawyers in my State who 
would not accept the office as a gift, amd twenty 
whose practice would quadruple, if not quintu- 
ile, the amount of the salaries of these judges. 
But it certainly does not follow that that which 
applies to Ohio or Kentucky, either in regard to 


applicable to Indiana. I take it that the true eri- 
terion for fixing judicial salaries is to be found in 
the amount ef labor that is to be performed by 
the judges. A judge who holds court in Cincin- 
nati and Columbus, where multifarious duties are 
imposed upon him, where admiralty cases are to 
be tried, ought not to be restricted to the same 
compensation that is given to judges who have 
not such onerous duties to perform. Nor does 
it follow, that because the salaries of Ohio judges 
are increased, every western State has a right to 
demand increase of salary for her judges. What | 
are the facts in regard to Kentucky? We have 
but one district judge there. He has to hold 
court twice a year at Paducah, at Louisville, at 
Frankfort, and at Covington; places, some ofthem, 
four or five hundred miles apart. The increase | 
»roposed to be made to his salary would abso- 
utely not pay his increased expenses in traveling 
toand from and living af these various points. | 
And yet the gentleman [Mr. Porter] says that, 
if the salaries of these judges in Ohio and Ken- 
tucky are increased, the salary of the district 


protest against any such idea; and I hope the | 
eee: will not allow such a principle to enter 
into its decision when fixing the salaries of these 
judges. When the district judge of Kentucky 
had but one place to hold courtin, his salary was 
$2,500. The late Congress, however, directed 
thatcourt should be held at three additional places, 
four or five hundred miles apart; and I confi- 
dently assert that if this bill were passed, so far 
as the salary of the district judge of Kentucky is 
concerned, the increase would not more than pay 
his increased traveling expenses. I therefore 
hope, not only in regard to the State of Ohio, but 
also in regard to the State of Kentucky, that this 
{ now, under my promisc to the 
gentleman from Indiana, renew the motion to lay 
the bill on thetable. IT would not be willing to 
do it, except at his request. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. 1 ask the gentleman to 
withdraw the motion for a moment. 

Mr. PORTER. I have no objection, if the 
gentleman will renew it, 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I will. 

Mr. BINGHAM. If this sort of farming out 
is to go on, [shall not consent to any such thing. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I suppose that if this 
were a mere question of increasing salaries, gen- 
erally,at this time, argument would not change the 
opinions of any one. But I would suggest to the 





so exceedingly anxious to have the salary of this 
judge increased, that within the last three or four 
months there has been, in effect, an increase in 
the salaries of all the officers of the Government 
of at least one hundred per cent. Heretofore, 
when salaries have been increased, the argument 
was that money was not worth half as much as 
it was some years ago, owing to the large amount 
of money in circulation, and to the great increase 
in the value of property. But within the last 
three or four months we have had a general razee- 
ing of things. Property is down; the expenses 
of living are diminished, and a salary of $3,000 
is as good now, asa salary of $6,000 was three 
months ago, forall useful and practical purposes. 
Down South, where a judge might, at the end of 
each year, be able to buy one negro, he can now 
buy two or three; and he can now buy three acres 


I think that more has occurred within thelastthree 
months to increase the salaries of public officers 
than has been done for many years past. A sal- 
ary of $3,000 last year is worth $6,000 now. Every 





one knows the present value of money,and some- || Mr. BINGHAM. 


| thing of the depreciation of property. Some mem- 


. ber has stated to me—perhaps on the authority of | 
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a telegraphic dispatch—that the Treasury is bank- 
I never pay much attention to telegraphie 
statements made by sensation writers; and, there. 
fore, this may be all untrue, and the Treasury 
may not be bankrupt. But I suggest to the 
tleman that, if the Treasury be bankrupt, and if 
the credit of the Government be alittle under par 
it is quite as well for us to postpone the increas. 
ing of salaries tilla healthy condition of our mon. 
etary affairs be restored. I am satisfied that t} is 
House does not intend to increase the salaries of 
any public officers. Therefore, in compliance 
with the request of the gentleman from Indiang 
| (Mr. Porrer,] I renew the motion to lay the bif 
| on the table. ? 

Mr. PENDLETON. 
for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and pays were ordered. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I move that there be a cal} 
of the House. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 74, nays 47; as follows: 


f£en- 


On that motion | call 


YEAS—Messrs. Green Adams, Aldrich, Allen, Ajjey 
| William C. Anderson, Blake, Brayton, Buffinton, Burin. 
game, Carey, Carter, Case, Clemens, Cobb, Coburn, John 
Cochrane, Coltax, Covode, Crawiord, John G. Davis, Rey. 
| ben Davis, Delano, Duell, Edgerton, Ely, Etheridge, Frank 
| Gartrell, Gilmer, Grow, Gurley, Hardeman, Jolin T. Har, 
| ris, Hatton, Hoard, Houston, Hutchins, Irvine, Jones, kif 
| gore, Killinger, Kunkel, DeWitt C. Leaeh, James M. 
Leach, Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, Elbert s. 
Martin, McKean, McPherson, MeRac, Isaac N. Morris, 
| Niblack, Pettit, Porter, Edwin R. Reynolds. James C. Rob 
| inson, Royce, Sherman, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, 
Stevens, Stokes, ‘Thayer, Thomas, Train, Trimble, Vance, 
| Wade, Walton, Etlibu B. Washburne, and Wells—74., 
| NAYS—Messrs. Ashley, Avery, Barksdale, Bingham. 
| Blair, Bocock, Branch, Briggs, Clopton, Cox, DeJarnette, 
Florence, Garnett, Gooch, Hill, Hindman, Holman.William 
| Howard, William A. Howard, Hughes, Jackson, William 
Kellogg, Kenyon, Leake, Lee, Logan, Mallory, Charles D. 
Martin, Maynard, MeClernand, MeKenty, Millward, Mont 
gomery, Edward Joy Morris, Pendleton, Peyton, Pryor, 
| Quarles, Christopher Robinson, Scott, Sedgwick, Simms, 
William N. H. Smith, Stevenson, Vallandigham, Waldron, 
and Woodson—47. 


So the bill was laid on the table. 


Mr. STANTON moved to reconsider the vote 
| by which the bill was laid on the table; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

COLLECTION OF THE REVENUE. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the rules he 
| suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union, with a view to take up the legislative and 
| executive appropriation bill. As F suppose there 
| is no desire to have debate, I shall move to make 
it a special order. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Is thata bill which right- 
fully interferes with the call of committees for 
reports, which is, | understand, the business in 
| order? 

Mr. SHERMAN. If my colleague has other 


| reperts to make from the Judiciary Committee, 


|| he can make them now. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. There are other 

reports from that committee ready to be made. 

Mr. BINGHAM. [am instructed by the Ju- 
diciary Committee to report back a bill (H. R. 
No. 901) further to provide for the collection of 
duties on imports, referred to it by this House, 
with amendments, and with a recommendation 
that it shall pass. I shall not ask to put the bill 
upon its passage now; but I simply report it to 
the House, and move that it be recommitted to 
the Judiciary Committee, and printed, so that 
members may see what it is. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Howdoes this business come 
before the House ? 

The SPEAKER. As a regular report from 
the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. HOUSTON. And what does the commit- 
tee ask to have done with it? : 

The SPEAKER. To have the bill printed, and 
recommitted to the committee. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Can I prevent that by 0% 
jection? If can, I will do so. 

The SPEAKER. Objection does not prevent it. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I want to ask the gentleman 
from Ohio in response to what petition or reso 
iution is this bill brought before the House’ 
; 1 would inform the genve- 
man from Virginia that it is in response 10 no 
petition or resolution. 
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Mr. BOCOCK. By what right does the Judi- 
ciary Committee report on this subject? 

Mr. BINGHAM. It was a bill introduced 
last Monday, on a call of the States. It was read 
a firstand second time, and referred, under the 
rule, to the Judiciary Committee. It is now re- 
norted back, with the action of the committee 
upon it. wt zo : 

Mr. BOCOCK. Was the Judiciary Commit- 
tee regularly called for reports? 

The SPEAKER, It was. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The report comes regularly 
from the Committee on the Judiciary, as | under- 
stand it. 

Mr. BOCOCK. 1 wish to understand this 
thing. If the gentleman from Ohio reports this 
bill in response to a regular call of hiscommittec, 
then the matter is regularly before us, and no ob- 
jection can prevent its consideration. If not, then 
the report was made irregularly, and an objection 
will prevent its being received; and in that case, 
1 will object. 


The SPEAKER. The report was made ona 


regular call of the committee. 

Mr. BRANCH. I understand that the gentle- 
man from Ohio has made a motion to recommit. 
Upon that motion I demand the previous question, 
in order to give usa vote upon that motion to-day. 

Mr. SHERMAN. My motion is, that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, for the purpose of taking up an appro- 
priation bill, — 

Mr.BRANCH. The Speaker recognized me 
as being entitled to the floor, and | insist on my 
demand for the previous question. ; 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes the gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. SHerman] had the right 
to make the motion. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. The gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. SHerman] had the floor, and had moved to 
go into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union when the other gentleman from Ohio 
rose and desired to report this bill. The motion 
of his colleague to go into committee, however, 
was pending, and the additional motion thata cer- 
tain bill be made the special order in committee. 
{ submit, therefore, that the Judiciary Commit- 
tee was not regularly called, and that the report 
of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Brnenam] can- 
not be received, objection having been made. 

Mr.BINGHAM. The motionof my colleague 
was withdrawn at my request, that the call of the 
committee might proceed. The call was made, 
and the report regularly made. 

The SPEMKER. The gentleman from Ohio, 
{Mr. SHerman,] upon the application of his 
colleague, waived the floor to allow a report to be 
made from the Committee on the.Judiciary. In 
that aspect of the case, the Chair supposes the 
call of the committee was regular, and the report 
in order, 

Mr. BRANCH. If the gentleman from Ohio, 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, did not regularly waive the floor, then 
the report of the gentleman from the Judiciary 
Committee was not in order, by reason of his not 
having the floor to make it. 
the Committee of Ways and Means, however, 
gave up the floor, then his motion fell; and the 
report having been made, I was entit!G to the 
floor, and my demand for the previ question 
was in order. 

Mr. BINGHAM. My colleague resumed the 
floor as soon as I had made my report. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. SHerman] having waived the floor for his 
colleague to make this report, of course, gave it 


If the chairman of | 


up unconditionally; and the Chair does not see | 


how the gentleman from North Carolina has not 
the floor regularly. 

Mr. BRANCH. I did not seek it until the 
gentleman from Ohio had relinquished it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will receive the 
demand for the previous question. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 


order: that by the proviso attached to the 5lst 
rule, which is: 


“ Provided, That whenever any committee shall have 
Secupied the morning hour on two days, it shall not be in 
order for such committee to report further until the other 
coumittees shall have been calicd in their tura’”’— 


This report could not have been regular. The 
ommittee on the Judiciary have alread y occupied 
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the morning hour on two mornings, and the morn- | 
ing hour of to-day having expired, it was too late 
for the committee to make any further reports 
under the privilege accorded to them by the rules 
of the House. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 
expired, 

Mr. MAYNARD. 


The morning hour has not 


I understand that it has 


| expired. 


The SPEAKER. It has not. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Will the Speaker state 
when the morning hour commenced? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not see what objecuon 
the gentleman can have to allowing this bill to be 
printed and go over. 

Mr. BRANCH. I will explain the objection I 
have, for I desire to be frank. I object to this 
bill being placed in a position where it will be 
within the power of the gentleman who reported 
it to call it up at any time. The motion of the 
gentleman to recommit places it in the position 
where it may be called up atany time. I have, 
therefore, called the previous question in order 
that that motion may be disposed of at this time, 
and the bill either put on its passage to-day or 
sent back to the committee, where it may remain 


| until the committee is regularly called again. 


Mr. SHERMAN. But if the previous ques- 
tion is ordered, and the motion to recommit voted 
down, the House will be compelled to vote on the 
passage of the bill to-night. 

Mr. BRANCH. Tamaware of that. Ladmit 
that a majority of the House have it in their power 
to force us to an immediate vote. Ido notobject 
to that, though of course I will vote against it. 
But I do object to its being placed in the power of 
the members of the Judiciary Committee to call 
this bill up to-morrow, or next week, or at any 
tinje whenever they choose, without notice to the 
House of the fact. I desire, therefore, that the 
bill shall be finally acted on now, or that it shall 


i 


io the bill having a fair consideration by the 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| Union. 


| bill. 


be recommitted to the Committee on Judiciary. | 


Mr. HOUSTON. Ifthe gentleman from North 
Carolina were temporarily to withdraw the de- 
mand for the previous question, would it be com- 
petent for me to move that the bill be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union? 

The SPEAKER. That would be in order. 

Mr. SHERMAN. LI trust, if the demand for 
the previous question shall be withdrawn, we shall 
all have a chance. 
which will come in in advance of that. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
North Carolina to withdraw his demand 
previous question, and himself move that the bill 


be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the | 


state of the Union. 
oucht to he referred. 


Mr. BINGHAM. 


That is the place where it 


state of the Union at all? 
Mr. HOUSTON. Because there is the place 


where all bills making important changes in the | 


laws should go. There they can be discussed 


and considered as they ought to be. 


Mr. BINGHAM. ‘I should suppose the bill | 


could as well be discussed in the House. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


minority in the House. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I desire to afford an oppor- 
tunity for discussion to every gentleman who 
wishes to speak on the bill; and it was to afford 


| an opportunity for mature deliberation that I pro- 


| for the present, so that every gentleman could | 


posed that the bill should be printed and laid over 


| have an opportunity of examining it. 


I present this question of 


|| nothing that is unreasonable. 


Mr. BOCOCK. Will the gentleman from Ohio 


see that a fair notice is given to gentlemen on this | 


side of the House of its consideration? I admit 


that the bill is in the possession of a majority of | 
| the House, and that they can force a vote on it | 
| whenever they please. 


I only ask that we of the 


| minority may have the privilege of raising our 
| voice against it, and that, to enable us to do so, 


we shall have a fair notice of when it is to be | 


called up. I ask that we may have the opportu- 
nity of raising our voice in behalf of the Consti- 
tution. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I will very cheerfully give 


gentlemen any notice that they desire, which is fair 


| and reasonabie; and I am sure that they will desire 


1 have no wish to 


What is the object of refer- | 
ring the bill tothe Committee of the Whole on the | 


It could, it is true, if a ma- | 
| jority were not disposed to domineer over the | 








louse. 


Mr.BRANCH. The geatleman from Alabama 
appeals to me to withdraw my demand for the 
previous question, in order that he may make a 
motion to refer this bill to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. SHERMAN, Very well, then; let that 
motion be entered, 

Mr. BRANCH. I would have no sort of ob- 
jection to that course being pursued, for I think 
myself that the bill ought to go to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union; but the 
honorable gentleman from Ohio has already given 
notice that he stands ready to make a privilege d 
motion, and to cut off the motion to refer to the 
Committee of the Whole gn the state of the 
The only way in which we can prevent 
the bill being put into a position where the gen- 
tlemen of the Judiciary Committee can eall it up 
at their pleasure, is by coming to a vote now, and 
either disposing of the bill or recommitting it to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. In that point 
of view, I decline to withdraw the demand for 
the previous question. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have no objection. 

Mr. BRANCH. Iam willing to have the bill 
go to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union; and I will withdraw my demand 
for the previous question, provided there can be 
a general understanding that the bill should be 
referred to that committee. 

Mr. BINGHAM. That would be to bury the 
If it went to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, we would never get it 
before the House again. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. You might as well now 
adjourn the House. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I demand tellers on second- 
ing the call for the previous question, 

Mr. BRANCH. [I move that there be a call 
of the House; and on that motion [ demand the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BRANCH. After conference with the gen- 


| tleman from Ohio, (Mr. Bryeuam,] Tam willing 


to withd:aw the motion I have made for a call of 
the House. He will withdraw his motion to re- 
commit, and let the bill go over as unfinished 


| business to come up on Tuesday next. 


I have a privileged motion | 


Mr. BINGHAM. I agree to that, as I under- 
stan! that the bill will come up on Tuesday next 


las the unfinished business. 


I ask the gentleman from | 
for the | 


| p 
| 


Mr. COLFAX. Let an order be entered for 
the printing of the bill. 

Mr. BRANCH. [have no objection to that. 

The SPEAKER. The motions which have 
been made will be considered as withdrawn, and 
the bill will go over to ‘Tuesday next as unfin- 
ished business, and an order be made to print it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. How long is the bill? 

The SPEAKER. Only one page. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I think we had better have 
it read now. 

Mr. BRANCH. Itwill be printed and be before 
each member before it will come up again. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the House re- 
solve itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, with a view to take up the exec- 
utive, legislative, and judicial appropriation bill. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Letus adjourn. There 
1s mo quorum present. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Lam willing, if gentlemen 
are willing, by unanimous consent, to let the bill 
come before the House. If not, | adhere to my 
motion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. We cannot consent to that. 
There is and has been so much confusion in the 
House that members have been unable to hear 
what has been going on. The bill of the gente- 
man from Ohio got before the House without 
anybody on this side hearing a word about it. 

The SPEAKER. That bill has been sent over 
to Tuesday next as unfinished business; and it 
has been ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is it in order for me to make 
a motion in connection with that bill? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
{[Mr. Suerman] has the floor. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I want to make a motion, 
and nothing else. 

Mr.SHERMAN. I cannot yield for that pur- 
ose. The bill reported by my colleague is dis- 
posed of fer the present. 
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LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. COX. I move that the House do now | 


The SPEAKER. What motion does the gen- — 


tleman from Ohio submit? 

Mr. SHERMAN. 1 move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; and pending that motion, | move that 
House bill No. 892, making appropriations fo: 
the legislative, executive, and judicial expenses 
of the Government for the year ending June 30, 
1862, be made the special order in the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union until dis- 
posed of. 

Mr. THOMAS. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I demand the 
yeas and nays on that motion 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and the House re- 
fused to adjourn. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I object to 
that part of the gentleman’s motion making this 
bill a special order. 


Mr. GARNETT. Sodol. There are several | 


gentlemen who wish to address the committee on 
various topics; and if all the appropriation bills 
are made special orders, they will have no oppor- 
tunity to do so. The President’s message was 
not, as usual, left open to general debate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If there be a desire on the 
part of the House to hear debate, it will over- 
rule my motion making the bill a special order. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. There has 
been as yet no opportunity afforded for general 
debate. I think that members ought to have some 
opportunity for general debate. 

Mr. QUARLES. 
within the reach of members. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
by sending for it. 

Mr. QUARLES. I have sent for it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It has been ordered to be 
printed for a long ume. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. 
the yeas and nays on the motion making the biil 


a special order in the Committee of the Whole on | 


the state of the Union. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, demanded 
tellers. 


1 suggest that the bill is not | 


The gentleman can get it | 


I demand 


and [ hope the motion to adjourn will be voted 
down. 

Mr. COX. Is there a quorum present? 

Mr. SHERMAN. There is; and there are 
other members in the Senate. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Yes, sir; a baker’s 
dozen. [Laughter.] 


The question was taken; andthe House refused | 


to adjourn. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that all further pro- | 


ceedings under the call be dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The tellers resumed their places. 

The question was then taken; and the motion 
was agreed to; the tellers having reported—ayes 
seventy-three, noes not counted. 

So the bill was made a special order in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr.SHERMAN. 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the | 


Committee of the Whole on thestate of the Union, 
(Mr. Erneriper in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN stated the first business in 
order to be the special order, which was House 
bill No. 892, making appropriations for the legis- 
lative, executive, and judicial expenses of the 


| Government for the year ending the 30th of June, 
| 1862; and that if there was no objection, the first 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Epwarps | 


and WuireLey were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 63, noes 31; no quorum voting. 

During the division, 


Mr. SHERMAN said: Mr. Speaker, there are 


members present who have declined voting. It | 


is their duty to vote, and unless they do so I 
shall be compelled to call on the Speaker to en- 
force the rules, When there is a majority here, 


| reduce that appropriation one half. 


reading of the bill would be dispensed with. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I object. 

The Clerk proceeded with the first reading of 
the bill for information. 

Mr. COLFAX. I move to dispense with the 
first reading of the bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The rules expressly require 
the first reading of the bill for information; and 


| it can only be dispensed with by unanimous con- 


sent. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I withdraw my 
objection. 


The first reading of the bill was dispensed with. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill by sections 
for amendment. 

For compersation and mileage for Senators, $336,600. 


Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina. 


I move to 
If the bill on 


| the subject of mileage comes up, and is acted on, 


andthe House desires to proceed with the public 


business, members ought not to refrain from 
Voting. 
Mr. PORTER stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Witsonx, was paired with Mr. Moore, of Ala- 
supa, Who wished to visit a sick colleague. 
Tac SPEAKER. There 1s no quorum present. 
Mr. SHERMAN. | move that there be a call 
of the House. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. WINSLOW. 


As it is late, and there is | 


very little chance of our doing anything, I move | 


that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The Clerk then called the roll; and the follow- 
ing members failed to answer to their names: 


Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Adrain, Ashmore, Barksdale, 


Barr, Barret, Blair, Bocock, Bonham, Boteler, Bouligny, | 


Boyce, Brabson, Bristow, Brown, Burch, Burnett, Burn- 


ham, Butierlield, Campbell, Horace F. Clark, Clark B. | 
Cochrane, Conkling, Corwin, James Craig, Burton Craige, | 


Curry, Curtis, Davidson, H. Winter Davis, Dimmick, Dann, 
Eximundson, Exsglish, Farnsworth, Fenton, Ferry, Frank, 
Graham, Hale, Hall, Hamilton, Haskin, Hawkins, Hick- 
man, Hoard, Humphrey, Jackson, Jenkins, Keitt, William 
Kellogg, Kenyon, Lamar, Landrum, Larrabee, James M. 
Leach, Love, Matiory, Elbert S. Martin, MeClernand, 
McKean, MeKnight, MeQueen, Miles, Millson, Millward, 
Montgomery, Sydenham Moore, Morritt, Morse, Nelson, 
Nixon, Noell, Olin, Palmer, Perry, Peyton, Phelps, Power, 
Pugh, Reagaa, Jobn IL. Reynolds, Rice, Christopher Rob 
inson, Rovee, Ruffin, Rust, Seot, Seranton, Sickles, Sin- 
gleton, William Siuth, Somes, Stallworth, James A. Stew- 





art, William Stewart, Stout, Stratton, Tappan, ‘Theaker, | 


Tompkins, Underwood, Vatiaudigham, Vance, V andever, 


Van Wyek, Wilson, Windom, Wood, Woodruff, and | 


Woodson. 


as it should be, the amount in the bill before us 
will be twice what will be required. 

The amendment was rejected. 

For stationery, $12,000. 


Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina. I move to 
strike that out,and on that amendment I demand 
tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Leacn, of 


| North Carolina, and Houston, were appointed. 


TE 
————— 


The committee divided; and the tellers reported 


—ayes 8, noes 54; no quorum voting. 


The CHAIRMAN. The roll will be called. 

The roll was then called; and the following 
members failed to answer to their names: 

Messrs. Charlies F. Adams, Green Adams, Adrain, 
Thomas L. Anderson, Ashley, Ashmore, Avery, Babbitt, 


Barr, Barret, Beale, Blair, Bocock, Bonham, Boteler, Bou- 
ligny, Boyce, Brabson, Branch, Brayton, Briggs, Bristow, 


Brown, Buffinton, Burch, Burlingame, Burnett, Butter- | 


field, Campbell, Horace F. Clark, John B. Clark, Cobb, 
Clark B. Cochrane, Conkling, Corwin, Cox, James Craig, 
Burton Craige, Curry, Curtis, Davidson, H. Winter Davis, 
John G. Davis, Dawes, De Jarnette, Dimmick, Dunn, Ed- 
mundson, English, Ferry, Fouke, Gilmer, Graham, Hall, 
Hamilton, J. Morrison Harris, John T. Harris, Haskin, 
Hawkins, Hickman, Hill, William A. Howard, Humphrey, 
Jackson, Jenkins, Keitt, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kel- 
logg, Kenyon, Killinger, Lamar, Landrum, Larrabee, Lo- 
gan, Love, Mallory, Charles D. Martin, Maynard, Mc- 
Knight, McPherson, MeQueen, McRae, Miles, Millson, 
Millward, Montgomery, Sydenham Moore, Morrill, Nelson, 
Nixon, Noell, Palmer, Pendieton, Peyton, Phelps, Potter, 
Pottle, Pugh, Reagan, Edwin R. Reynolds, Jobn H. Rey- 
nolds, Rice, Christopher Robinson, James C. Robinson, 
Ruffin, Rust, Scott, Seranton, Sickles, Simms, William 
Smith, Somes, Stallworth, Stevens, Stevenson, James A. 
Stewart, William Stewart, Stout, Thayer, Theaker, Tomp- 
kins, Train, Trimble, Underwood, Vallandigham, Vande- 
ver, Van Wyck, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Webster, White- 
ley, Wilson, Windom, Winslow, Wood, Woodruff, Wood- 
son, and Wright. 


The Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. 
Ernerince reported that the Committee of the 


Whole on the state of the Union had, according 


| eration, and particularly the legislative 
Ir. SHERMAN. There isa quorum present, | 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Guruey. 


I now insist that the ques- | 
tion be taken on my motion to go into the Com- | 
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to order, had the Union generally under consid- 
appro- 
1orum, 
irected 
to the 


priation bill; and, finding itself without a q 
had caused the roll to be called, and had d 
him to report the names of the absentees 
House. 

Mr. BRANCH moved that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to. 


| Thereupon (at three o’clock, p- m.) the House 
| 


adjourned until Monday next. 





| IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, January 5, 1861. 


| The Journal of Thursday last was read 
approved. 
Several messages, in writing, were received from 
| the President of the United States, by Mr. A. J 
|, GLossBRENNER, his Secretary , 


HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


Mr. HUNTER. There is an appropriation 
bill on the table, which I should like to have ye. 
ferred. Lask, by general consent, that it be read 
a first and second time, and referred. 

The bill (H. R. No. 865) making appropriations 
for the current and contingent expenses of the 
Indian department and for fulfilling treaty stip- 
ulations with various Indian tribes for the year 

ending June 30, 1862, was read a first and second 
time, by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
| Mr. THOMSON presented the proceedings of 


a State mass convention of citizens of New Jer- 
|| sey, held at Trenton on Tuesday, the 11th of De- 
|; cember, 1860, to consider the condition of national 

affairs; which were referred to the select commit- 
| tee appointed under the resolution of the Senate 

of the 18th of December, 1860, to take into con- 
| sideration such portions of the President’s mes- 
| sage as relate to the present disturbed condition 
_of the country. 

Mr. LATHAM presented the petition of Eliza- 
beth C. Willett, daughter of the late Joshua Shaw, 
praying the payment of the balance of an appro- 
priation made to compensate her father for the 
invention of the percussion cap and lock for small 
arms, and the wafer primer for cannon; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
and Militia. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, presented the 
petition of Ellen Morris, widow of ewis R. Mor- 
ris, an officer in the revolutionary war, praying a 

ension; which was referred to the Committee on 
unanen: 

Mr. SLIDELL presented the petition of Clem- 
| entine Lamotte, widow of Jacques Folse, and of 
| Valentine Robicho, praying the confirmation of 
her title to certain land in Louisiana; whicl: was 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. SLIDELL presented additional papers in 
the case of Charles H. Hyde, praying the reim- 
bursement of expenses incurred in deepening the 
| channel of the Southwest Pass of the Mississipp! 
river, under a contract with the United States; 
which were referred to the Committee on Com- 
| merce. 
| Mr.SUMNER presented the petition of Moses 
| H. Gale, asking an amendment to the Constitu- 
| tion of the United States, recognizing the exist- 
ence of God; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I have been 
requested to present a memorial, signed by a large 
number of residents of the United States, natu- 
ralized citizens, former] y German emigrants, con- 
Stituting a religious community, concerning the 
present danger of a dissolution of the Union, sub- 
mitting their views on the subject, and asking for 
their consideration by Congress. I do not know 
that there is any appropriate committee to refer 
it to. The communication states that they have 
received a special revelation on the subject of the 
difficulties that are attending the Government, 
| and desire, on their part, that it be read. I sub- 
mit their wish, that it may be read to the Senate, 
leaving it to the Senate, of course, to decide, as 
they do with all other such communications. My 
motion will be, that the communication lie on the 
table. 


and 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
desire the reading of the memorial? 

Mr. SEWARD. If the Senate desire to hear it. 

Mr. HUNTER. Itis not common to read pe- 
titions. I do fot think it would be wise to hear 
this more than any other. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If no motion be 
made that it be read, it will lie on the table. 
Mr. SEWARD. I present a very brief and 
very terse and very pregnant petition, which is, 
that ‘*the undersigned, citizens of New York, 
respectfully request your honorable bodies to aid 
the People’s Pacific Railroad Company by a lib- 
eral donation of the public lands.’’ I move that it 

lie on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 


FORTIFICATIONS IN THE SOUTH. 


Mr. MASON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, and asked for its present consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to the Senate copies of all orders issued from that 
Department, or from the Commander-in-Chief of the Army, 
to the officers in command ofthe fortifications of the United 
States in the State of South Carolina, since the Ist day of 
November last; and that he alsotommunicate to the Sen- 
ate copies of any military plans or recommendations of the | 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army, or of any officer thereof, | 
to the War Department, touching the military occupation 
by increased force or otherwise, of the forts or arsenals of 
the United States in the State of Virginia, or in any of the 
States bordering on the Atlantic or Gulf of Mexico south 
of Virginia, in the District of Columbia, or the navy-yard 
at Pensacola; and that he inform the Senate whether any | 
sucht plans or recommendations have been adopted at his 
Department, and what orders, if any, have been issued 
pursuant thereto. 





Mr. WILSON objected to the consideration of || 
the resolution; and it lies over, under the rule. |! 


ASSOCIATED PRESS. 
Mr. SLIDELL. Some ten or twelve days 


| 
since, I offered a resolution that the reporters of | 
the associated press, or any reporter connected | 
with it, should be expelled from the gallery of | 
the Senate. The reason for presenting that res- | 
olution has already been given to the Senate. A 
dispatch, purporting to come from the associated 
press, appeared in the papers of the city of New 
Orleans on the 18th of December. In the New 
Orleans Crescent of the 18th of December, under 
the general head of ‘‘ dispatches to the associated 

press,’’ appeared this article: 
* Proceedings in the House. 
Wasuinoton, December 17.—In the House, a motion 
recommending the repeal of all State laws that conflict || 
with the Constitution and the laws of Congress passed by 
a vote of 51 against 14. | 
! 


“Mr. Joun Cocurane, of New York, presented a reso- 
lution,”’ &e. 


** Proceedings in the Senate. 
“In the Senate, Mr. CLark’s resolution of inquiry con- 


cerning Forts Moultrie and Sumter and the Charieston 
arsenal was laid over. 


“ Senator Frren, of Indiana, is said to be preparing a | 
speech, in which he will strongly urge coercion.”’ 

Which surprised the Senator, no doubt, very 
much when he heard it. 

“Senator Stipe, of Louisiana,” — 


There can be no mistake; it is not a misprint, 
or anything of that sort— 


“In his speech to-day, Senator Siipewt, of Louisiana, 
charged President Buchanan with imbecility, imputing to 
him the cause of the present troubles, and the authorship 
of the present crisis.”? 





On the evening of the same day in which this || 
hews appeared in the New Orleans papers, I re- || 
ceived a telegraphic dispatch, informing me of | 
the fact, and asking me if it was true, and if any || 
correction were necessary. I called the attention | 
of the Senate to this matter the nextday, and then || 
said that if an explanation were not given to me, | 





| 
| should treat the matter as a question of privi- || 
lege, and ask that the reporter or reporters of the | 
associated press should be expelled from the gal- | 
lery. This movement on my part produced a call | 
from the chief agent of the associated press here, 
gentleman by the name of Gobright, who, I am || 
told, enjoys a fair reputation here, and is spoken || 
of favorably by gentlemen who say they know || 

im well. Itis not at all necessary for my pur- 
pose, to impeach the character or the integrity of | 
Mr, Gobright. The associated press is a close | 
Corporation, no doubt receiving sufficient remu- | 
Rerauion from the public for the information that ] 
‘tconveys, I am willing to say that I believe Mr. || 

obright, himself, did not originate this menda- 
‘ious dispatch; but he hasit entirely in his power | 
0 ascertain by whom it was sent, and by whom 


| us see what it was. 


| of New Orleans. 








it was received. He has declined to furnish that 
information; and thus, [ think, has made himself 
personally responsible for the act itself. 

Now, sir, I further complain of Mr. Gobright 
that he has behaved himself disingenuously in 
this matter. He expressed, when he came to me, 
great regret at the occurrence of a circumstance 
so unpleasant, and stated that he would do every- 
thing in his power to correct it. Mr. Gobright 
has made no such effort. Mr. Gobright has not 
thought proper to write to New York to call upon 
the agent of the press there—who, he says, for- 
warded this fraudulent dispatch—and obtain the 


name of the individual by whom. this fraud was | 


committed. I should have been entirely satisfied 
if the immediate agent in the fraud had been dis- 
missed from the service of the company; but the 


company , or association, stands upon its rights | 
and its dignity—it makes no explanation and no | 


apology. 


My colleague also found himself in a similar | 
| situation, some time since, very grossly misrepre- 
And this is nota mere freak of the press, | 


sented. 


Mr. President; it was intended to effectan object. | 


The day when this dispatch was published in the 
newspapers, primary meetings were held in New 
Orleans for the purpose of nominating candidates 


| for the convention of our State, which is to meet 


on the 23d day of January. That dispatch, | 


think, failed to effect the purpose for which it | 


was sent. It was undoubtedly intended to injure 
me, and all those who, with me, have thought 


favorably of the administration of Mr. Buch- || 
| anan. 


Now, Mr. President, to me and to my colleague 
it is a matter of great indifference, or will be ina 
very few days, what the associated press may 
say of our course in the Senate of the United 
States. We shall have other and higher duties 
to perform, perhaps upon some other theater; at 
least, we think so. At any rate, my course to- 
day is dictated by no selfish purpose at all. The 
reporter here of the associated press, or the offi- 
cial agent of that press, is contumacious. They 
have asserted a gross falsehood, and have made 
no attempt to correct it. It may be said, how- 
ever, that they did make such an attempt. Let 
As I said before, on the 18th 
of December this notice appeared in all the papers 
On the 21st of December there 


| appeared in the papers of New Orleans, the fol- 


lowing attempted contradiction of this slander: 
“ Wasninoeton, December 20.—Senate.—In the Senate 


to-day, Mr. Sumpeut denied having charged President 
| Buchanan with imbecility and the authorship of the present | 


crisis, as reported by the correspondent of the New York 
Times, adding that he never felt such a sentiment.” 
*Now, sir, the statement that I made to the Sen- 
ate was on the day after the dispatch was pub- 
lished—on the 19th. Iam asserted to have made 
this declaration on the 20th. It is not denied. 
The false assertion that I had made a speech on 
the floor of the Senate is not dented. No notice 
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in the gallery of the Senate, or in the House of 
Representatives, are responsible for this dispatch ; 
and, until it be proved that these reporters sent 

this dispatch, | do not think the Senate of the 

United States ought to adopt this resolution. If 
it 1s the purpose to press this matter, | think it 

due to the Senate that they should make the 
proper investigation. [tis said that this dispateh 
was sent from the ety of New York. If that be 

so, it cannot have originated with the reporters 
of the associated press here. Where the persons 

who manage the associated press in the city of 

New York obtained this information, I know not. 

Certainly the Senator from Louisiana made no 
such declarations on this floor as were imputed to 
him. Whoever sent that dispatch as to those re- 
marks having been made here, certainly must 
have manufactured it. 1 think I saw abeut that 
same time in a press of this city, or in &@ press of 
New York—I do not recollect which, but | think 
of this city—that the Senator from Loutsina had 
expressed, notin the Senate, but somewhere else, 
probably in private conversation, some remarks 
of thatcharacter. The probabilities are that that 
publication must have been the foundation of this 


| dispatch. 


Now, sir, we all know that reporters often do 


| injustice to all of us, either by omission or com- 
| mission; we all know that newspapers do the 





is taken of this false dispatch purporting to ema- | 
nate from the associated press; butthe attempt is | 


I only repeat, that [ feel no personal in- 
terest in this matter; the Senate may take such 
action on it as they think proper, such as they 
think due to their own dignity and to the pres- 
ervation of some degree of veracity in the reports 
of the proceedings of the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Louisiana moves to take up the resolution in rela- 
tion to the exclusion of the reporters of the asso- 


| ciated press from the reporters’ gallery. 


The motion was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 
read the resolution. _ 

The Secretwry read it, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Vice President be requested to ex- 
clude from the reporters’ gallery of the Senate any reporter 
or reporters who may be employed, either partially or ex- 
clusively, by any agent or agents of the associated press. 


Mr. WILSON. Is the question on the adop- 
tion of that resolution ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That is the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. WILSON. I do not rise for the purpose 
of vindicating the reporters of the associated 
»ress, or the reporters of any character here; but 

do not see that it is proved that the reporters 


| of the associated press here in Washington, here 


; made to fix it on the correspondent of the Times, | 
| although no such article ever appeared in the | 
'| Times. 


|| patch, as | think it was. 





| press, toa New York paper. 


same thing; but I think it wiser in public men to 
let the reporters of the newspapers, whether of 
the associated press or any other, exercise their 
freedom. Let them say what they please. In 
regard to myself, they have exercised that right 
for many a Lhave often thoughtunjustly; 
but I think it better to bear it, to go along and 
live these things down if we can; and I do not 
think we ought to adopt this resolution. I think 
we had better let the matter pass over. The Sen- 
ator from Louisiana has vindicated himself here; 
indeed, he needed no vindication here, for we ail 
know he made no such declaration; but I think 
we had better not press this question or take this 
action. Before we pass such a resolution, I think 
it due to the reporters of the associated press here 
in the galleries that the matter should be investi- 
gated, and that they should not be punished for 
what it does not appear they are responsible for. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, | think that 
the honorable Senator from Louisiana is under a 
ee as to the origin of this dispatch. 
I recollect seeing it, when it first appeared, in a 
New York paper. I do not remember in what 
paper I saw it; but I remember that it struck me 
as so singular, that I looked to see if itcame under 
the head of the ** Associated Press,’’ the reports 
of which I think are generally very accurate. It 
did not. Itcame from some independent reporter. 
But a small portion of the telegraphing here is 


\| done by the associated press; | think not more 


than one tenth of it. This dispatch came from 
some other reporter than those of the associated 
The agent of the 
New York associated press very probably thought 
it was authentic, and sent it to New Orleans; but 
we ought certainly not to punish a reporter here 


| for what another agent of the same company did 
| in New York, if that was the origin of the dis- 


| fin 


I certainly think the 
— ought to be investigated, and we ought to 
out who is the guilty party. If any reporter 


| here has manufactured a dispatch of that kind, I 


will vote for a resolution to expel him, for I think 
it would be due to the dignity of the Senate that 
such a resolution should pass; but I do not wish 
to see a number of innocent men in Washington 
punished for an offense committed by an entirely 
different nan in New York. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, as a matter 
of respect and courtesy to the honorable Senator 
from Louisiana, I should be half inclined to vote 
for the resolution if I thought 1 could see my way 
to a correction of the abuse of the telegraph from 
it. It has become an essential department of the 
Government—superseding the press at the capi- 
tal, and superseding private correspondence. But 
the resolution would seem to be vindictive in pun- 
ishing past abuse, and providing no adequate rem- 
edy against other abuse, which, perhaps, would 
be the only real justification we could have for 
passing it. My experience has been, that the re- 
porters of the associated press, on the whole, are 
much more careful and much more accurate than 


| unknown and irresponsible reporters, or occa- 
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sional reporters, who excite the country every 
morning with dispatches, some of which, I doubt 
not, are made here, and a great many, I believe, 
are made in the printing offices where they appear 
before the public, 

I am willing to be generous to them; but I think 


[ ought to be just, and vindicate my own wrongs | 


in thisdepartment while redressing the wrongs of 
other Senators. Now, it so happens that I have 
been here a month in the city of Washington, 
and I have been honored with occasional notices 
in the telegrams from this city, and I scarcely re- 
member a single instance in which what was truth 
was told about me; but, on the other hand, every- 
thing that seemed to be said about me was just 
exactly the thing which was the most untrue of 
all others. I do not know what share the asso- 
ciated press had in this; | never looked; but | 
have made up my mind that an institution which 
is regulated so badly that it will, in so important 
a department as this, mislead the public so much 
and so often, will be obliged in some way to cor- 
rect itself. I submit whether on the whole we 
had not better, after these exposures, by which 
the public will understand that everything the 
telegraph reports is to be taken with some grains 
of allowance, leave the matter, and see whether 
the telegraph will not make its own correction. 
Therefore { shall not vote forthe resolution. 

Mr. CAMERON. Mr. President, | am very 
much inclined to believe that there is something 
wrong in this system of telegraphing. I think 
there is not only fraud, but corruption, in con- 
nection with this associated press and its system 
of telegraphing. I have been reflecting on this 
subject for a good while, and I think it is about 
time for the Government to take charge of the 

telegraph. I know that, for myself, I can repeat 
a great deal of what has been said by the Senator 
from New York, and can safely say that scarcely 
ever has there been a truth in regard to myself 
passed over the wires from Washington. Any- 
thing uncivil or untrue or unkind, that is said of 
me, generally goes all over the country. A case 
has come to my notice within the past week, where 
a bad man used the telegraph for a bad purpose 
in connection with my name. Still, l believe that 
the better way is to let this thing correct itself. 
The telegraph isanew system. Itis avery short 
time since it was established. It is very recently 
that we have known anything about it, and after 
a while, probably, those persons who have charge 
of it will see the wrong they are doing to them- 
selves, as weil as the wrong they are doing to 
others, and, | have no doubt, will correct it. 

As to this Mr. Gobrigit, lL have entire confi- 
dence in his integrity. From the knowledge I 
have of him, I am sure he would do no wrong 
to any one. The error is, that there are too many 
people scattered all over the country, who are not 
responsible to the head of the system, and who 
do this wrong. 

I feel inclined to vindicate the character of the 
Senate and to vote for this resolution; but perhaps 
we had better let it alone; and I think that the 
lesson they have received here now will do more 
good than the passage of the resolution. 

Mr. SLIDELL. If it be well understood that 
the mendacity of the reporters of the associated 
press 1s so notorious, so patent throughout the 
country, that every Senator on this floor admits it, 
I have obtained everything that | wish. Letthat 
be understood. I withdraw my resolution. 


RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIC. 


Mr. GWIN. I move that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of the special order, being 
House bill No. 701. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill (H. R. No. 701) to secure contracts, 


and make provision for the safe, certain, and | 


more speedy transportation, by railroad, of mails, 
troops, munitions of war, military and naval stores, 
between the Atlantic States and those of the Pa- 
cific, and for other purpose. 


Mr. SEWARD. 


ico were acquired by the United States, | have re- 


Mr. President, from the day | 
when the Territories of California and New Mex- || 


garded a connecaion of the Pacific coast with the | 


Auantic, by a railroad, as the first, chiefest, and 
best of all the measures I could support while re- 


maining in the public service. Heretofore Lhave | 


aided this policy by consulting and conferring on 
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committees, with all the wisdom I possessed, sub- 
jecting, always, my own views and preferences, 
at last, to the majority, when [ could thereby, and 
not otherwise, receive favorable reports. Some- 
times | have advocated such bills at some length, 
presenting, as wellas I could, the greatarguments 
derived from the commercial, financial, and po- 
litical purposes of the enterprise. At other times 
I have lent what seemed to me more effective aid, 
by keeping silent and discouraging debate, in 
order that we might reach the opportunity of se- 
curing the favorable vote which was expected to 
crown our efforts. The same motive will induce 
me to be brief now, in the hope that, if my ex- 
ample shall be followed by aba friends of the 
measure, we may speedily secure its adoption. 
A word, Mr. President, on the details of the 
bill. Ihave heretofore expressed the opinion that 


the most feasible, and the most natural, and the | 


best route for a Pacific railroad is the more north- 
erly one, to connect Minnesota with the northern 
ports of the United States on the Pacific. [ am 


also on record as having entertained the opinion, | 
which I do now entertain, that it would be more | 


wise, financially, to construct one railroad than 
two or more. This bill does not conform to these 
views. It presents two routes, a northern and 


a southern route; and while the southern route | 


is unobjectionable to me, the northern route is 
less northern than I would prefer. It will be pro- 
posed, | understand, to amend the bill, by sub- 
stituting for its northern route that one which I 
would have preferred. I shall, under existing 
circumstances, not vote for the amendment. My 
reason is, that the bill, as so amended, J appre- 
hend, could not be passed, while I hope that the 
bill, in its present shape, can be passed. This 
reason, whether satisfactory or not, must be my 
justification to those sections of the country which 


would prefer, as 1 do, the route which is pro- 


posed to be substituted by amendment. 

I vote for two railroads, instead of oneasI would 
have preferred, because Lam satisfied that one can- 
not be passed; and I trust and believe that now, at 
last, two can. Any bill for the construction of a 
Pacific railroad must obtain the votes of the Sen- 
ate and of the House of Representatives. Itisa 
very hard thing, as we know by experience, to 
get the vote of either House in favor of a Pacific 
railroad, and hitherto it has been impossible to 
get the vote of both. This bill has got the vote 
of the House of Representatives already. That 


is half; that is so much secured; and I am going |! 


for this bill because it is so much secured, and | 
do not propose to let it £0 back to the House 
again, for fear it may be lost. 

Whatever objections I might otherwise have to 
this bill, whatever preferences for one in anotlfer 
form, | am going to supportitas ithas come from 
the House of Representatives. 

In regard to the northern section I have tosay, 
that if this bill shall go into effect, and a railroad 


be built between the parallels of 380 and 420, it || 


will be quite easy to connect the towns on the 
upper Mississippi and the coasts of Lake Supe- 
rior with that route, which will give thema great 
relief and benefit; and I pledge myself, so long 
as I have any connection with public affairs, to 
favor, in all possible ways, such connections. 1 


shall be ready to-morrow, and every day after- || 
wards, to vote for a third route, if it shall appear || 
| that the condition of the Treasury and of the 


country shall justify such a movement. 

Mr. President, | come more cheerfully now than 
ever before to the support of this great measure. 
I want it to pass; and I want it to pass to-day, 


if possible. The evil of our time is sectionalism. | 


The danger of our time is division of the Union 
by force of sectionalism. Every man appeais to 
every other man for a compromise of sectional 
difficulties, and for the devising of some new bond 
of union to hold together these States, which it 


| is apprehended are in danger of falling apart for- 
ever. 


While I have listened kindly, and shall 
continue to listen respectfully and fraternally, to 
every measure of that kind which is suggested, 
here is one for which I am prepared to vote at 
once. I want it to be known; I want it to be seen 
and read of all men here and elsewhere, that at 
the very day and hour when it was apprehended, 
by patriotic and wise men throughout the land, 


that this Union was falling into ruin, the Con- | 


cress of the United States placed upon the statute- 


| book for eternal record, an act appropriating 
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$96,000,000, the largest appropriation ever made 
to bind the Northeast and the Northwest, and th, 
Southeast and the Southwest, and North and 
South, and Eastand West, by a physical, mat, 
rial bond of indissoluble union.” Sir, it is ps 
roads and canals and connections and faej}i;; 


for communication, commerce, and affection, :| : 
bind together and assimilate discontented and jj). 
assorted communities. This isa great measure 
of conciliation, of pacification, of compromise 
and of union. , 

The bill commends itself to all the friends of 


| the Union, upon the ground that it is exaet|y 
| equal and just. It recognizes distinctly that which 
| we are all required to recognize: that, owing to 
|| the peculiar conformation of the country and thy, 
habits of our people, there is one interest and 
civilization North, and another distinct interest 
and civilization South; that the competition, t\\. 
rivalry, between them is what has brought upon 
the country apprehensions of disaster and disgo- 
lution. This measure equally provides for fayor- 
ing the progress and development of the northery 
civilization, and that of the South. Jt connects 
|| the ports and the citlesaround the mouths of thy 
Mississippi with the Pacific coast at San Diego, 
passing through eight hundred miles in Texas, 
of lands that are adapted to southern cultivation 
|| and southern production; and eight hundred miles 
more, through a similar region, brings the road to 
its termination on the western coast. 

I have listened to what southern men have 
asked. 1 have listened with a desire and willing- 
ness to be convinced that what they asked could 
be properly and safely granted; but for this prop- 
osition I require no consideration. Iam prepared 
to grant it at once, as their right, as their due, as 
equal and just, and as only an equivalent for what 
the bill proposes to give to the northern civiliza- 
tion which is to be promoted by the northern 
route, 

It is no idJe and wasteful expenditure that we 
propose to make in passing this bill. There is 
| no waste or sacrifice atall. We give for the pur- 
| pose of securing the Union only money which 
'| will come back into the Treasury after a lapse of 
|| years, in profits abundant to reward the outlay, 
|| A railroad to the Pacific requires an expenditur 
| of money or of credit; and there is no power, m 
|| authority, in this country to expend such money 
| and credit but the Federal Government. There- 
\| fore, itis reasonable and right that the Federal 
Government shall do here what in other cases 
States and individuals would be expected to do. 
The outlay will be repaid abundantly in postal 
returns and in the transportation of naval and 
military munitions and stores. 

The annual interest can neverexceed $4,800,000. 
| That $4,800,000, though it seems startling as a 
| large sum, will yet sink in apparent magnituds 
and become diminutive in our estimation when 
we look forward to the period—fifteen years hence, 
yxerhaps—when the railroad will be completed. 

Ve are apt to refer to the time of Mr. Adams, 
when the expenses of this Government were only 
| $12,000,000; and then to look atthe presentexpend- 
| iture—sixty, or seventy, or eighty million dollars 
| annually—and startatthe contrast, But, Mr. Pres- 
|| ident, it admits the increase of the country, of Its 
population, of its commerce, of its wealth and 
power, has been in a proportion equal to the 1- 
| crease of its expenditures. We have only to just 
| remember that one, or at most two, more returns 
of the census are to come in before the account 
for constructing these railroads can be closed, and 
then the cost will relatively be moderate and rea- 
sonable. 

But it is not to be required of any road, cans’, 
|| or channel of trade or commerce, that it repay 
'| the Government for the cost of its constructioll 
‘directly, if it shall produce indirectly adequate 

wwurte distributed throughout the whole nation. 
That is the nature of the enterprise before Us. 
|| Just so far and so fast as you extend a railroad 
| into the western wilderness, just so far and so fas 
society develops itself, spreads itself around, 2" 
even advances before the terminus of your rail- 
‘road. New States arise,and these are combine’ 
|| with the other States, and assume their share © 
the burdens and defense of the State, guaranty 
‘| ing the common liberty and promoting the com 

mon welfare. With these two lines of railroad - 
| operation, thus developing the resources as We! 


|| of the South as of the North, and epening and 


| 
| 
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establishing new fieldsof mining and culture north 
and south, on the Pacific coast, you will have 
given an impulse to the material prosperity and 
agzrandizement of the United States, surpassing 
all that has ever before been accomplished since 
the Government was formed. Practically, sir, 
this road will cost nothing. Only bondsare to be 
issued for it, and those bonds payable at the ex- 
jiration of thirty years. The wealth of the Uni- 
ted States will double in thirty years to come, as 
it has more than doubled in thirty years past; and 
that which was a debt when it was begun, will, 
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in some sense, cease to be a burden at the time || 


when it comes to be paid. The interest, itis sug- 
gested by my honorable friend from Maine 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Oh no; I made no sug- 





Mr. SEWARD. I overheard my honorable 
friend raising a very proper question, that interest 
will have to be paid in the mean time. The inter- 
est that is paid until the work is completed, is 
part of the cost; but then the services that road 


will render, when completed, to the Post Office, | 


the naval and military departments, will be an 
equivalent for the interest as well as the principal, 
and I think we may compromise very well on that. 

1 have one word to say more upon these sev- 
eral routes. 
the northern route fixed in the bill was too far 
south for financial purposes, and that I would pre- 
fer a more northern one; but I beg my honorable 
friends from the Northwest to remember that atthe 
present time there are found between a line drawn 
one hundred miles south of the parallel of 380, 
and a line drawn one hundred oles north of the 
parallel of 429, twenty out of thirty million inhabit- 
ants in the United States, while a railroad north of 
that line would subserve the convenience of a pop- 
ulation now far less—I think not more, perhaps, 
than two million or one million andahalf. They 
must be patient, then; they must wait and con- 
nect with this road; they must develop—Heaven 
knows that they are developing fast enough to-day 
to secure very soon the most auspicious progress 
and success. No part of the world has ever im- 


proved or developed itself faster than the region | 


of country lying between Lake Superior and the 
tocky Mountains, and around the Falls of St. 
Anthony. 

The southern route seems to me peculiarly ad- 
vantageous, because it wll bring out into full 
development the natural resources of the State of 
Texas, which, of itself, is sufficient to make an 
empire, while it will connect that empire indisso- 
lubly with the United States. I am asked as a 
northern man, I am asked as a representative of 
New York, to vote a large sum of money to con- 
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Now, sir, if you will carry your recollection || we shall receive from them not only no benefit, 


back to the period of the Ptolemys, and bring | 


before you the condition of society in Europe | 


and in Asia at that time, and imagine that there 
had been a ship canal or a railroad from Alexan- 
dria to Suez, thus connecting the east and the 


west of the Old World, I think you will find rea- | 
sons for believing that the civilization once exist- 


ing in that region that would have been traversed 
by that route, would never have fallen; that it 
would have been a progressive civilization ever 


since, instead of an ephemeral one, rising and | 


declining according to the tempers and passions 


| of the belligerent nations of Europe and Asia. 


| to Suez. 
gestion. You overheard a remark in conversation. || 


The railroad is already built from Alexandria 
It is a monopoly; but it is inadequate; 
and the great enterprise of the day is the open- 


| ing of a canal through the desert, from Marietta, 


on the Meditterranean, to Suez. When that is 
done, which is the great desire of all European 


| failed in the other branch of Congress. 


nations, and which has only been prevented from | 


being done by the jealousies of England and 
France, and possibly Russia, then the civiliza- 
tion of that part of the world will be renewed 
effectually and established. That is precisely 
what I want to anticipate on this continent, while 


| we are yet young and vigorous, and strong, and 


I have said already that I thought || 


rich, and hopeful, and ambitious. 
Mr. President, this proposition in every way 


commends itself toa people like those of the United 


| whole world. 


States. Itis nohesitating work; itisa bold work. 
It is no sectional work; itis a national work. It 
is no narrow work; it is a work for the use of the 
When it is completed, you will 
have effected that without which you cannot hold 


| this Union together. Youare building up to-day, 


on the coast of the Pacific ocean, powers which 
must communicate with foreign nations, and 
through foreign commerce, and have foreign con- 
nections, or else they must connect with the East, 
and be Ymerican. You are building up on the 
coast of the Pacific ocean Asiatic powers instead 
of American powers, and you are turning your 
people, with theircommerce, their enterprise, their 
spirit, and their ambition, all over to follow in the 
crusade of England in China and in India, when, 


| if you will only construct this road, complete this 


struct a railroad from the mouth of the Missis- || 


sippi to the Pacific ocean, through the southern 
country, chiefly of Texas and California. It is 
the sum of $36,000,000. I vote itcheerfully. It 
is no more than the State of New York has done 
under circumstances less exacting than these. 
Forty years ago the State of New York commenced 
the construction of a canal to connect the lakes 
with tide-water, through her own territory, which 
was to be one link, a long and strong link, in the 
great chain of internal improvements across the 
continent. I have steadily supported that policy 
favor; and at last, this very year, it is completed, 
and the enlarged Erie canal, practically a navigable 
steamship canal, is completed at a cost of thirty- 
six million dollars, or thereabouts; and all ques- 
tion as to every vote that had ever been cast for 
tisatan end; and there is nota citizen of the 
United States, there is not an intelligent man 
throughout the world, who does not agree that 
the expenditure was the wisest and the best that 
any State in this country has ever made. 

Sir, the consequences of such connections are 
& subject of philosophical examination. The 
mouth of the Mississippi on our continent cor- 
responds to the Delta of the Nile; and the town 
of San Francisco, on the Pacific coast, is the Suez 
of this continent. Connect the Atlantic and the 
Pacific by railroad, as the civilized nations of Eu- 
rope are so slowly but steadily going on in estab- 
lishing adequate connection between the Delta of 
the Nile, and through the Red Sea, to the Pacific 
ocean. That is a work that is to be completed 
on that continent; and, when done, it will be a 


‘wal of our own. It will be an auxiliary of our 
oWn 


always, when it was in favor and when it wasin dis- | 


|| great work, you make the Pacific coast American, 


+ 


and you combine the energies of the East and of 
the West, extending the civilization of the world 
westward in its proper way, with American in- 
stitutions, Americans principles, American habits, 
American sentiments, and American interests, 
across the great continent of Ameriea, until you 
reach, on the vther side, the shores of the Atlantic 
ocean. 

Mr. RICE. Mr. President, I have an amend- 
ment to offer to this bill; but after having listened 
to the able, eloquent, and what appears to me ex- 
traordinary speech of the distinguished Senator 
from New York, | have no hopes that my amend- 


| ment will meet with favor upon this floor. I have 


no hopes thatany amendment, however just, how- 


ever meritorious, that may be offered, will receive 


favorable notice here. 
The honorable Senator announces that, in his 
opinion, the northern route is the best route; yet 


he will sacrifice his preferences for that and vote | 


for two southern routes. 


preferable to two or more; yet he will vote for, | 


virtually, four routes; three commencing upon 


| the western border of the southern States, and 
| one branch commencing upon the western border 


and going through the southern part of our most 
southern free State. 

I am in favor of a Pacific railroad; and I have 
no fault to find with the details of this bill, with 
the exception of the lines marked down; and in 
that respect ldo complain. The bill passed the 
House of Representatives with, I might say, in- 
decent haste. It passed under the operation of 


the previous question, when no man favorable to | 


the northern route was able to obtain the floor 
to express his views upon it; and here, again, I 
may be excused if [ feel that we have cause to 
complain. And, while | am in favor of a Pacific 
railroad, | cannot, in justice to myself and to my 


_ constituents, vote for it $100,000,000 at the outset. 


How many more millons will be required to com- 
plete the work, is not known to man. I cannot 
consent to vote for it millions of acres of the 
public lands, and to tax the people of the North 
to that extent. We, in my State, will have to 
pay our share towards building these roads; and 


but a positive injury. Immigration and capital 
wil be diverted from Minnesota and Wisconsin, 
and from the entire lake country, to the lines of 
these roads; and the commerce of the great lakes 
will, to a certain extent, be sacrificed to build up 
interests that are inimical to theirs. 

The manner in which legislation has heretofore 


been conducted has been extremely unfortunate 


for us inthe Northwest. The Government is 


| now paying millions of dollars for overland mail 


| possessions there. 


routes, all starting from southern States, and 
running to the Pacific—not to the center of the 
Pacific coast, but to the southern shore of our 
Upon two occasions the Sen- 
ate passed a bill giving us an overiand mail route 
in the North, at a very small expense compared 
with the amount given to the southern route, but 
by some process inexplicable to me, those bills 
I find 
that there is an ability in some quarters to make 
combinations that prevent us from receiving our 
rights, while at the same time we are compelled 


| to pay our share of the expenses. 


| without amendment. 


shall not detain the Senate long, for I presume 
it is a foregone conclusion, that this bill is to pass 
[ have it from high author- 
ity. Whatstrikes meas remarkable in the speech 
of the Senator from New York is, that he sup- 
oses the passage of this bill will save the Union. 
fee a Union man; | would sacrifice anything 
that any one could ask to save the Union; and if 
he has found the means of doing it, I shall be 
very much gratified. ‘The venerable President of 


| the United States, his able Cabinet, the Senate, 


the Hlouse of Representatives, the great men and 
the little men all over the country, the sane and 
the insane, have been racking their brains for, 
months past to find some way by which they 
could save this great and glorious Union; but all 
to no avail. Every proposition that has been 
brought forward, no matter from what source, 
has received little, if any favor. But the Senator 


| from New York has at last discovered the philos- 


He thinks one road || 


| amendment which I am about to offer. 


opher’s stone; he has found the spring of life, of 
which we used to read. He thinks that the 
Union can be saved if we give to the South two 
railroads to the Pacific ocean! 1am sorry that 
there are sofew southern Senators in their seats, 
for I wish to call their attention to this wondrous 
proposition. I wish to learn from them if they 
are prepared to sacrifice for money the principles 
for which they have been fighting. i dollars 
and cents will redress their wrongs, | am prepared 
to vote the money—not only $36,000,000 but 
$100,000,000; but upon one condition. If that 
amount of money will remove their causes of 
complaint, quiet their consciences, and make therm 
satisfied, I will give it freely; but upon the con- 
dition that when they have got it they shall leave 
the Union. But, sir, | have misjudged the south- 
ern character very much, if they will make sac- 
rifices so great (if we are to believe what they 
have said) for a few millions of dollars. i 

Mr. LANE. For which they are to be taxed. 

Mr. RICE. Yes, for which they and we are 
to be taxed. I shall be very much pleased to 
have the correctness of that part of the Senator’s 
speech tested; and | expect to have an opportu- 
nity to do so by having the yeas and nays on the 
I move 
to strike out all after the enacting clause of the 
bill, and insert. 

Mr. POLK. [apprehend that the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Minnesota is tan- 


| tamount to a substitute for the House bill; and I 
| ask if it would not be proper to amend the bill as 


it stands, first, before the substitute is presented 
to the Senate. If so, | wish to offer an amend- 
ment to the first section of the biil. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Brexen in 
the chair.) It willbe perfectly in order to mov: 
to perfect the matter proposed to be stricken out, 
yefore the question is taken on the substitution. 

-Mr. POLK. DoJ understand the Chair to say 


that it is proper for me now to offer my amend- 
ment? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. If the Senator 


proposes to amend the matter proposed to be 
stricken out. 


Mr. POLK. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment is in order; and the Secretary will read it. 

The Secretary read Mr. Porx’s amendment, 











which is, in the first section, seventh line, after the 
word ** Missouri,’’ to insert **at the mouth of the 
Kansas river; thence up the valley of the said 
river to the vicinity of Fort Riley.” 

Mr. POLK. | willstate, Mr. President, briefly, 
in explanauon of the amendment, that when it is 
adopted, the first section will read thus: 

Starting from two poipts: one on the western border of 
the State of Missouri at the mouth of the Kansas river, and 
thence up the valley of the said river to the vicinity of Fort 
Riley ; and the other on the western border of Lowa. 


F’ort Riley is an important military station in 
the western and central section of this country 
that belongs as yet to the United States. My 
amendment requires the road to run in the vicinity 
of that fort. One great object of the road, and | 
believe one of the principal objects upon which 
its constitutionality is defended, is, that it is to 
facilitate the transportation of troops and supplies 
for the United States. This, therefore, in an emi- 
nent degree, cooperates In carrying out that ob- 
ject of the bill. 

In the next place, the United States have a mil- 
itary road now, | believe, extending from Fort 
Riley down into New Mexico; New Mexico be- 
‘ng a little south, but a good deal west, of Fort 
Ruley. ‘This, therefore, codperates still further 
n facilitating the transportation of troops and sup- 
ales on the part of the United States. ec one 
of the great objects of such a measure is neces- 
sarily and directly secured by an amendment of 
this kind, 

If the road is to start from the western border 
of Missouri, at any point north of the Kansas 
river, it cannot be thirty miles shorter than it will 
be if it starts at the mouth of the Kansas, and pro- 
ceeds westwardly in the valley of the Kansas 
river as far as Fort Riley. It will then proceed, 
as it must afterwards, going west, so as to pass 


in the neighborhood of the Great Salt Lake, on | 


what is known as the South Pass route. You 
therefore have but a very trifling and insignificant 
increase of the distance, probably no increase of 
expense, or certainly not in a greater proportion 
than the number of miles will be; and yet you 


accommodate the United States in the transport- 


ation of public supplies. 
Then, sir, by starting at the mouth of the Kan- 
sas, or near there, a connection is established with 


the Kansas branch of the Pacific railroad that is | 


in progress of building in the State of Missouri, 
oon is well nigh completed —so far completed that 
it is a certainty that the State of Missouri will 
very soon be able to finish that branch of its Pa- 
cific railroad to Kansas City. Mr. President, the 
State of Missouri was one of the first—perhaps 
the very first—to take steps that were earnest and 
were hopeful of success towards carrying railroad 
communication from the Mississippi river to the 
Pacific coast. Of her own meang she has pros- 
ecuted that road, until she has got it now near the 
point of completion to the mouth of the Kansas 
river, 
_ object is gained; and that is, that when the Kan- 


Then, if this connection is made, another | 


sas branch of the Pacific railroad is made to con- | 


nect with this road, there is a connection directly 
through central L[llinois, central Indiana, central 
Ohio,and, by means of the Pennsylvania Central 
road and by means of the Baltimore and Ohio 
road, first with this city, with Baltimore, with 
Philadelphia; and then, by the branches that con- 
nect laterally with all those great central stems 
of railroad, there is connection north and south 
in all the regions between the Mississippi river 
and the Atlantic sea-board. 

It does seem to me that no point could be se- 
lected, and no system of connections could be es- 
tablished, that would so entirely carry out that 
object of the bill, which is professed as one of its 
main objects, to accommodate the United States 
in the transportation of military supplies and mu- 
nitions of war, and also in its mail and postal fa- 
cilities. While that is so, it also accommodates 
as I have already said, the central States, and ag- 
commodates them so that there is necessarily easy 


connection between the central line and the States | 


lying both south and north. It makes it, there- 


tore, a central railroad so far as this branch is con- | 


nected, 


If, however, this road shall be started at a point | 


materially north of that, then its connections, as 
you go east, will be such as will meet the same 
connections that are made with the fork of the 


road that is to start on the west boundary of the | 
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State of Iowa; and thus, in truth, so far as the 


i 
if 


national character of the work is concerned, it | 
will be as though the road had but one fork at the | 


eastern commencement of it. 

1 do not propose to detain the Senate with re- 
marks on this amendment. 
is familiar with the geography of the country, 
there will see, 1 think; that whatever may be his 
objections to the general tenor of the bill, this will 
improve it. I know the amendment will not re- 
move the objections of the Senator from Minne- 
sota; but that Senator himself, 1 think, will see 
that the amendment is one that would make the 
road better, if the billis to be passed and the road 
is to be built as this bill intends it should be. 
Therefore, I think that whoever may object to the 
bill as it stands, on the ground that the more 
northern of the two great routes provided for is 
not far enough north, must yet be satisfied that 
the routes will be made better by this amend- 
ment. 

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, Iam in favor of 
this branch of the central route starting from the 
point indicated by the Senator from Missouri; 
but the bill as it comes from the House of Rep- 
resentatives leaves that an entirely open question. 
I preferred that the bill should indicate the mouth 
of the Kansas as the starting point; but it has 


been left open in order that the best point may be | 


selected—end I have no.doubt that is the best one 
—on the western border of the State of Missouri. 
But, sir, cannot conceive of anything that would 
be more dangerous than the amendment of this 
bill as it came to us from the House of Represent- 


atives, on an immaterial point as to where the | 
road shall start on the western border of lowaor | 


Missouri either; because either of those States 
will be consulted, and their interest must be con- 
sulted in the eastern terminus. If it starts from 
the mouth of the Kansas, it will be very easy to 
connect it from St. Joseph; it isa very ghort con- 
nection; and the State of Missouri and the parties 
interested in the route would, of course, start it, 
having the Government aid, from the furthest 
point, which is the mouth of the Kansas. There- 
fore, 1 do hope that the Senator from Missouri 
will not press his amendment, for it is almost re- 
duced to a certainty that, if the bill passes in its 


| present form, the railroad will be located at that 


| vote in favor of this amendment. 


very point, because it will go in the neighborhood 
of St. Joseph, and there can be connected bene- 
ficially, and at much less expense to the parties 
who are interested in that point, than if private 
enterprise were to build it further north than the 
mouth of the Kansas. 

I hope the bill will not be amended as proposed 
by the Senator. Itis of such dangerous conse- 
quence to amend the bill at all unless on some 
vital point, as [ conceive this is not, that I appeal 
to the friends of a Pacific railroad bill here not to 
I have but a 
few words to add to what the Senator from New 
York said, so much better than I possibly could, 


| this morning. It is impossible for us, in my judg- 


ment, toamend the bill as it came from the House 
without jeopardizing its passage during this Con- 
gress. For myself, being in favor of only one 
route, as he stated that he was, preferring the bill 
to pass with provision for one route, | vote for 
this bill because [ believe it is practicable not onl 

to pass it through this body, but to build bot 

routes. I shall, therefore, go against any amend- 
ment, and I hope every friend of a Pacific rail- 
road whose views are not entirely embodied in 
this bill will do away with those objections which 


| are not of vital consequence to his section, in 


order that we shall have the bill as it came from the 
House passed through the Senate; which will, to 
a certainty, secure the building of both these 
roads. I will say to my friend from Minnesota 
that when the time comes, be it to-morrow or 


| next day, or any time while I am in the public 
| service, | will stand by a separate bill to give him 


| Puget Sound. 


what he wants—a route from Lake Superior to 
I have always been in favor of 
every project that has been brought before the 


|| Senate, since I have been here, for mail communi- 


| cation or railroad communication on that route. 
If this bill had come from the House of Repre- 


sentatives providing for that route, I should vote 
for it with greater pleasure than I do for the bill 


| with two routes, because it would create no dis- 


satisfaction in any section of the country. Ifmore 


Any Senator who | 
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all sections of the country. I appeal to him and 
all those interested in his section of the coustry 
not to jeopardize this bill by amending it: but 
rather trust to those who are ready and willing 
now to vote for a separate bill giving them 
cisely what they want. 


ling 


ore. 
t 
I believe we can Pass 


|| such a bill through both Houses of Congress 


These remarks are intended to apply 


: to all 
amendments to the bill. I hope we shal/ Pass it 
without amendment. I do not intend to consume 


the time of the Senate in discussing this question 
It is well known to all of us. We have had it 
under consideration for the last ten years. A | 
have to say is, that I am opposed to the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Missouri, although | 


am in favor of the point named by him as th. 


terminus. I am opposed to the amendment of my 
the bill; but 1 will vote for a separate bill to-mor- 
row, or any day on which it may be brought foy- 
ward, for the route which he has at heart; and | 
think it can be passed through the present Con- 
gress. 


Mr. RICE. 


I wish to do justice to the honor- 


| able Senator from California. I believe he has, on 


all occasions, voted for measures that would pro- 
section of the country: 
and I must say to him that, from past experience, 
I have found ita losing business to part from good 
company; | therefore prefer going along with him 
on this biil, and connect the interests of my Stat: 
with those of his. 

Mr.GREEN. Mr. President, this process of 
legislation is to me very extraordinary. When 
the Constitution was framed, and the legislatiy: 
power divided into two branches—one called th: 
Senate, representing the States, and the other th: 
House of Representatives, representing the peo- 
ple—it was intended that each body should delib- 
erate and pass in review upon all questions con- 


; nected with the subject-matter presented to them, 


whether by individual members of their own 
House, or by the other House. But now a new 
system is to be inaugurated, and the Senate is to 
be muzzled, and its power is to be crippled, and 


| its constitutional functions destroyed, by being 


told the other House will not do this, and that we 
must not do what our judgment dictates, we must 
not exercise that power with which we are in- 
vested, because the other House will notagree to 
it. I will not submigto that kind of legislation, 
I will take the responsibility imposed on me by 
the Constitution, and I will discharge my func- 


'tions and my whole duty, whether the other 


House fulfill theirs or not. 

When a measure comes up here proposing to 
take more than $100,000,000 out of the Treasury, 
and when we are seeking to throw it into the best 
possible shape to accommodate the people and 
the public interests, and we are told, ‘‘ Let it go 
wrong, let this money be wasted, because if we 
do not let it go this way it cannot go at all,” wi 
are, in point of fact, nullifying the Constitution 
that made us a coordinate branch of the Legisla- 
ture, by pursuing such a course. We ought to 


| discharge our duty as our judgments dictate. 


I have heard it said sometimes, and I have heard 


| it rebuked for being said, that if certain measures 


were passed the President would veto them. The 
rebuke always was this: ‘‘ Each department must 
discharge its own duty in its own way, and leave 
the others to meet the case justas it is presented to 
them.’’ But the Senator from California !s a 
fault in another thing. He says that if we make 
this change now we defeat the whole bill. 

Mr. GWIN. Jeopardize it. 

Mr. GREEN. Jeopardize the whole bill; but 
yet he said before he closed that he had no doubt 
we could pass a separate bill proposing the same 
thing. 

Mr. GWIN. The Senator will permit me t 
correct him. 

Mr. GREEN. Certainly. 

Mr. GWIN. I said I had no doubt that ama- 
jority of the Senate and House of Representatives 
were in favor of a northern route; that is to say, 
from Lake Superior. 

Mr. GREEN. Oh, no. . 

Mr. GWIN. Yes, sir; from Lake Superior to 
Puget Sound. I may be mistaken in this opin 
ion; but that is what I said. I said that i this 
bill became a law, I, at least, was in favor of &0- 
other bill for that route. 1 do not know whether 


than one route is to be built, three would satisfy |! it will pass or not; but I believe it will. 
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Mr.GREEN. Lunderstood the Senator to say 


osition right; and that if he had the original fram- | 
ing of the bill, he would put it so; but that it 
would jeopardize the bill now to make any change; | 
and yet, that he believed that if we passed this 
pill, we could then pass a supplemental bill con- 
taining the same amendment, which he now says 
would jeopardize the original bill. 

Mr.GQWILN. The Senator is entirely mistaken 
as to my views. When I made that remark, | 
referred to the amendment of the Senator from 
Minnesota. 

Mr. GREEN. I will take the correction; but 
the argument is as strong in the one case as the 
other. He appealed to the Senator from Min- | 
nesota: **Do not make any amendment; it will 
jeopardize the bill if we put on that amendment. 
We can never get it through the House.”’? And | 
yet, before he closed, he said to the Senator, ‘I | 
have no doubt we can pass a supplemental bill | 
giving you all you ask.’’ Now, if thatis so, let 
us put the amendment on, and let it be ratified by 
the action of the House. They will do it in the 
one way as readily asthe other. IJ do not believe 
the House will defeat the bill because we are | 
seeking to perfect it. We are not making radical 
changes. The proposition of my colleague is 
simply this: when you undertake to accommo- 
date the State of Missouri, let Missouri be con- 
sulted; and do not let a few strangers living in | 
Massachusetts and New York have the power to 
make the location of a branch which is ostensibly 
thrown out asa tub to the*whale to deceive the 
veople of Missouri. Let Missouri locate it, and | 
not the people of New York, Massachusetts, or | 
other States, who, however honest and patriotic 
they may be, have interested motives conflicting 
with the interests of our locality. I shall, there- 
fore vote for the proposition of my colleague; but, 
at the same time, I want to announce to the Sen- 
ate that there is another amendment which ought 
to‘be proposed, and which, if nobody else pro- 
poses, | will, before the bill is perfected, giving 
any road, and every road, the right to form con- 
nections with this, to tap it. I want St. Joseph 
accommodated. I want the road from Burlington, | 
lowa, accommodated. I want all roads accom- | 
modated. Withouta provision like this, they can 
refuse connection, as | know they do in many | 
States,and in many localities. ‘The consequence 
is, that the cross roads are driven to the wall, and 
broken down, because these general, mammoth 
lines will not accommodate them in running time; | 
nor will they permit a connection, but force a | 
change of freight from one car to another. All | 
that ought to be provided for, so that any road 
should have the privilege, at its own cost, of form- 
ing connections with this. Then St. Joseph could 
have its tap, and Burlington, lowa, could have | 
its; and so could all the roads crossing from the 
Mississippi westward, That ought td be attend- 
ed to, 

| do not like other features of the bill; and I 

will name one difficulty. Certain individuals are 
picked out and presented to Congress as the re- 

ipients of this bounty; yet they are not to act 
inul they obtain charters of incorporation from 
the localities through which the road is to pass. | 
lt will, therefore, be observed, that we are first 
dictating to Kansas and Nebraska, to Texas and 
California, who shall be the corporators. I deny 


\o Congress the right to say to California, ‘* You || 


shall make A, B, and C, corporators, and nobody 
else;”’ and yet this bill puts it exactly in that 
shape. We name the persons who shall be incor- 
porated, and the bill says nobody else shall be | 


admitted, except by the vote of a majority of 1] 


them. Hence, they can put it as they please. Cal- 
lornma does not have that discretionary act—the 
right to decide who may be the proper recipients | 

an act of incorporation. That ought to be | 


ot 


avoided. 


There is another difficulty, which I will point 
out. Until the acts of incorporation in the sev- 
eral localities are obtained, the road cannot be 
ude. It puts it in the power of Utah to defeat 
‘iis central road at any moment she pleases, by | 
‘tusing an act of incorporation. There is another 
(ificulty. The road that starts from Fort Smith | 
connect at Fort Belknap, or in that vicinity, | 
basses through the Cherokee nation, through the | 

hoctaw nation, and through the Chickasaw na- 
tion. Can these tribes of Indians give an act of | 





incorporation at all? By the frame of the bill, 
distinctly that he thought my colleague’s prop- || 


| act of incorporation can be passed, and hence 


| Choctaw nation, should all agree to it, whether 


and if we-intend to secure what is promised, we 
| ought to put it in a shape not liable to be defeated. | 


| ought to have a voice in its selection. If Missouri 


|| to make a short branch of the road, which would | 


| subsequent legislation is had. 


| disagree entirely with this idea that we cannot | 
| make this bill what it ought to be, and then carry | 


| Missouri, because I think we ought not to do 


| is of such consequence to pass the bill as i1tcame 











these men cannot act until the incorporation is | 
had. As the line goes through a locality not or- || 
ganized as a Territory, inhabited by Indians who | 
have no political power as recognized by us, no 





that branch of the road is defeated forever; be- 
cause the Indians can refuse to sell; they can 
refuse territorial orgavization; and I doubt, if the 
Cherokee nation, the Chickasaw nation, and the | 


it would come up on the conditions of the bill; 


These are difficulties on the face of the bill. They | 
ought to be provided against. If Iowa is to be 
accommodated by a branch of this road, lowa 


is to be benefited by a location of it, Missouri 
ought to be consulted in its location. If we are 
to provide means for the execution of this work, | 
we ought to make it so effective that it never can 
be defeated, and not leave it in the power of 
Chickasaws, Choctaws, and Cherokees, and the 
Mormons, to defeat the whole enterprise any 
moment they please. 

‘Again, sir, the practical effect of the bill, as it 
now stands, will be to pay an enormous bonus | 


be useful as far as it goes—a heavy profit and an 
immense fortune—and the through road fail for- 
ever. That will be the consequence until some || 
As we foresee | 
these things—and they are difficulties striking and | 
paramount—can we not shape our legislation so | 
as to avoid them? May we not take some effective 
steps which will prove, in the future history of 
the country, that we have legislated as wise men, 
who intend to accomplish what we propose ? 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I think the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Mis- 
souri a just one, and shail therefore vote for it. 1 


it through the House of Representatives. I do 
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not think we shall want to amend it to any great | 
extent, but I think we oughtto make it as perfect 
as possible; and I believe, with the disposition 
now in Congress, that we can carry through these 





I shall vote for | 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from | 


Pacific railroads at this session. 


anything that shall appear to strike a blowat St. | 
Louis. In my opinion, fixing this starting point | 
at the mouth of the Kansas river, connecting with 
the Pacific railway now extending from St. Louis, | 
would be just and right; and I shall therefore vote 
for the amendment. | 
Mr. GWIN. As I have stated, we cannot 
command the vote of the Senator from Missouri, 
who has just addressed the Senate, for any bill— 
or we cannot get the Senate to agree to such a bill 
as he would vote for—and therefore I think it 
hopeless to attempt to reconcile his difficulties. 
What I said in regard to the amendment of the 
other Senator from Missouri [Mr. Pork] was 
this: that it was not of vital consequence that the 
measure should be thus amended; and it would 
jeopardize the passage of the bill, probably, if we 
amended it in that form, when it was not of vital 
consequence. It may not be proper to refer to 
the action of the other House of Congress; but I 
am justified in stating that the very amendment 
now proposed was voted down there; and hence 
we have positive evidence of the fact that there is 
danger of thus amending the bill in the Senate, 
because the House has already indicated by a | 
majority that they are not in favor of that amend- 
ment. I therefore hope, Mr. President, when it | 


from the House—and the bill, in my judgment, 
gives precisely what the Senator wants—that we | 
shall not jeopardize itin any way, or interrupt | 
its immediate passage by amendments. 


Mr. FOOT. Mr. President, I shall vote for 


| the substitute which has just been offered by the 


Senator from Minnesota. I regard that as more 
fair, more equitable, more just to all sections of 
the country, than the bill of the House. I will 


|| say further, however, that if the substitute fails, 


as at present advised I shall vote for the House 

bill. Iam now, as I always have been, in favor | 
of a Pacific railroad. I have uniformly voted for || 
bills for that purpose, in whatever form they have |! 
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been presented to us. I regard the connection of 
the Atlantic and the Pacific coasts by direct rail- 
way communication across our own Territories, 
as demanded alike by the interests of commerce, 
by the necessities of our postal intercommunice- 


| tion, and by the necessities of our national de- 


fense; and above all, such a connection would 
furnish, in my judgment, a strong, and, I trust, 
an enduring and indissoluble bond of union be- 
tween the Atlantic and Pacific sections of the 
country. 

Entertaining these views, sir, 1am prepared, as 
I ever have been, to vote for almost any bill which 
shall give us such a connection, whether it pro- 
vide for one road, or for two roads, or for three 
roads, and, as I trust, without a too pertinacious 
regard as to any particular line or latitude ef its 
location. I say, let us, at all events, have a rail- 
way connection between the valley of the Missis- 
sippi and the coast of the Pacific, somewhere, and 
within the limits of our own territories. While 
I prefer, and shall vote for, the bill of the honor- 
able Senator from Minnesota, if that faiis I shall 
still vote for the original House bill. 1 prefer that 
to none atall. In my opinion, the question with 
us is between one of these bills and no bill at all. 
I repeat, the question with us is between one of 
these bills, as it stands, without amendment or 
modification in its details, and no bill at all for a 
Pacific railroad. 

I will say to the friends of a Pacific railroad, 
if we begin with propositions of amendment in 
respect to the details of the bill, whether in re- 
gard to the termini of the road, in respect to the 
line or lines of its direction, in respect to the 
amount of lands or the amount of bonds appro- 
priated, &c., there will be no reasonable limit 
to these propositions, and we shall run into an 
interminable debate, and the bill will be sacrificed 
and lost, as it was two years ago; not because the 


| House of Representatives may not coneur in our 


amendments, but because we shall not terminate 
discussion here during the session. While there 


| is an undoubted majority of the members of this 


° * 7 ° . 

body in favor of some bill for a Pacific railroad, 
itis not to be supposed that a majority, or even 
any six members of the body, would be found to 


| agree that every provision, every minutia, every 
| detail of any bill whatever that could be presented 


to us, was the best that could possibly be devised. 
We must yield something of our opinions and our 
preferences in regard to these minor questions of 
detail, for the sake of the great measure itself, or 
your bill is lost altogether. If we begin to amend 
in this particular, so that the bill in all respects 
shall conform to our own individual, personal 
opinions and preferences, there will be no end to 
amendinents, but there will be an end to your dill. 

I repeat, then, again, that the question with us 
is, between oneef these bills as it is, and nothing; 
or, in other words, whether we will take one of 
these bills as it is, or have no bill at all. Both of 
these bills, I believe, have been very well consid- 
ered; their provisions are plain and easily under- 
stood, and | doubt not, well understood by every- 
body who desires to understand them. The 
general question ofa Pacific railroad, as presented 
to us in hills at different times, and presented in 
various forms, has been debated at length here, 
at successive sessions for the last ten years. ‘The 
whole subject, in all its variety of forms and plans, 


| is well understood, I believe, by all of us, and by 


the country. I trust, then, that we may come to 
an early and a direct vote, first, upon the substi- 
tute offered by the Senator from Minnesota, and, 


| if that fails, upon the original bill of the House, 
| as it stands. 


If neither of these bills, in their pres - 
ent form, can command the vote of a majority of 


| this body, I have no expectation and no hope, 
| that any other bill, in any other form, can do so. 


In these suggestions, | address myself particu- 
larly to the friends of a Pacific railroad. The 
opponents of such a measure in any form what- 


| ever, will, of course, if they please, avail them- 


selves of the ordinary means of legitimate and 
parliamentary tactics to defeat it. Of this we have 
no right to complain. But, sir, I trust, without 
offense, | may be allowed to express the hope 
that the friends of this important measure, will 
not defeat it, either by proposing a series of amend- 
ments, or what is worst of all, by debating it to 
the death. I promise them, at all events, that f 


will not set the example. 


Mr. PUGH. Mr. President, I am sorry that 
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the Senator from Vermont, following so closel 
upon the line indicated by the Senator from Cal 
ifornia, gives us to understand that we musteither 
take this bill or be charged with defeating the 
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| 
| 


whole project. | wish to vote for a reasonable and | 
fair bill to aid in the construction of a Pacific | 


railroad; but | cannot vote for this bill, especially 


unless the amendment of the Senator from Mis- | 


souri be adopted. Now, letussee. 
that the cities of St. Louis, Louisville, Cincinnati, 
Baltimore, and Philadelphia, are purposely left 
out of this bill. Towa has her branch, and then 
it is left to the choice of particular individuals to 
Jocate the Missouri branch. 
the Senator from Missouri proposes, at the mouth 


It is evident | 


If you locate it as | 


of the Kansas river, you are in connection with | 


the present line of railroads from the cities of Bal- 
timoreand Philadelphia westward across the coun- 
try. 

The Senator from California thinks the corpo- 
rators would make this as we desired; and that 
brings me to another and capital objection to the 
bill. It mames certain individuals; and as the 


Senator from Missouri truly said, it gives to them | 


alone any possible chance of ever constructing 
the road. They are named; they are to be incor- 
porated, and nobody else. If the State of Cali- 
fornia chooses to grant her act of incorporation 


to other parties, they cannot come in under this | 


bill. It must be these gentlemen. 
that: they are armed with authority to keep every- 
body else out. Listen: 

** And such persons as a majority of such grantees shall 
adinit as their associates.” 

it is not to open books of subscription, where 
every man can go, if he chooses, and subscribe 
stock. These gentlemen are selected by name. 
They are to vote upon the admission or exclusion 


of everybody else; and the Legislatures of the | 


States and Territories must’ give them an act of 
incorporation, or there is no road. That is the 
law. Here comes another proviso: 

“ Provided, That in any incorporation of themselves, or 
with others as stockholders or partners, to carry out the 


More than | 


provisions of this act, no person shall be permitted to sub- | 
scribe stock to a greater amount than the cash value of hig | ; : 
|| subject has been, that the local interests of Sen- 


estate, to be determined by the parties herein named, by 
oath or otherwise.’’ 

So that, even if a man comes forward and offers 
to subscribe stock, it is purely at their discretion 
to decide whether the cash value of his estate is 
sufficient for him to be allowed to become a stock- 
holder. Why, sir, the bill is full of it from be- 
ginning to end. You can scarcely turn over a 
page in which you do not find that the Govern- 
ment proposes to give its money and its lands into 
the hands of particular individuals, and arm them 
with the power to coerce the legislation of the 
States and Territories; and, if that is the price of 
the Pacific railroad, the Pacific railroad may go. 

Well, sir, there are a great mang other provis- 


ions here that I doubt our power to pass. We | 


have gone on to declare what shall be the terms 
of certain acts of incorporation to be granted by 
the Legislatures of the States. This bill carries 








ious to give my vote for any measure which can 


question as large as that. 
the Treasury of the United States, and the public 
domain of the United States,into the hands of 
particular persons who have the power to exclude 
everybody else. 

Now, this bill must be amended. It ought to 
be amended. I have pointed out two or three 
objectionable things which have occurred to me, 
and I doubt not, there are others. The way to 
pass the bill is, to refer it to a committee of this 
Senate, and have itexamined fairly and carefully. 


Then, if the House of Representatives are anxious || 
for a bill, [ take it for granted they will give the | 
same fair consideration to our proposition, if we || geographical predilections, local prejudi 
agree upon one, that we shall give to theirs; but || l 


I think, in its present shape, the bill is utterly de- 
fective, and as soon as the amendment of my 
friend from Missouri has been voted upon, I think 
the best thing the Senator from California can do 
is to commit his bill, either to the standing Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, or, if he prefers it, to 
a select committee. 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. President, trusting that 


this bill would pass without discussion—suppos- 








ing that each Senator had made up his mind as | 


to ts merits—I was content to forego the present- || 


ation of my own views upon the amendment 


—— by the Senator from Missouri, (Mr. | 
a as well as all other questions relating to | 
, in hope that so vital a matter to my own | 


the bi 
constituents would immediately become a law. 


The evident spirit manifested not only by the | 


Senator from Missouri, but also the remarks 
which have fallen from the Senator from Ohio, 


|[Mr. Pven,] as well as other Senators, compel 


me to not only reply to this amendment, but also 


to allude to the leading arguments in favor of this | 
great measure. Objections which have been here- | 


tofore urged, are again presented, and require a 
prompt refutation by the friends of the Pacific 
railroad. 


ators and Representatives have not been able to 
be overcome. This very amendment was offered 
in the House, and voted down by a very large 


vote. Itis utterly impossible to locate the term- || 


inus of this or any other railroad contemplated, 


tion and general dissatisfaction. lmay be asked 


| why this bill locates one pointof the southern road 


the railroad into the State of California and into | 


the State of Texas; and my friend from Maine 
[Mr. FessenpEn] suggests to me, in regard to that 
southern road, something which ts a little aston- 
ishing. ‘That is to have two branches: one from 
the western border of Missouri,and one from the 
western border of Louisiana, It is stipulated that 
they shall not come together east of the meridian 
of 979; but they may never come together ull they 
reach the borders of California, and thus have two 
southern roads instead of one. 

Now, sir, that is preliminary to what I was 
about to say. Here is a bill which, as the Sen- 
ator from New York says, proposes to appropri- 
ate $96,000,000, the largest amount of money we 
have ever given for any purpose. It proposes to 
confer a principality in land. It has never been 
to any committee of the Senate. It is brought 
here from the House of Representatives, read 
twice, and now it is proposed to put it upon its 
passage; and when an amendment, that the Sen- 
ator from California himself acknowledges to be 
right, 1s proposed, we are to have it voted down, 
under the general declaration that we must take 
what the House give us, or there shall be nothing 
atall. 

Sir, | will give no vote on any such require- 
ment. Ido deem it important that there should 
be a connection between the Pacific States and 
the States of the Mississippi valley. I am anx- 


at Fort Smith. I answer, I do not know, unless 
it originated from the fact, that by starting one 
branch at Fort Smith, the southern company 
would be prevented from committing a fraud by 
blending the two roads where the States of Louis- 
iana and Arkansas join. I know of no other 
reason, and probably in this I am taxing my in- 
genuity. But I am sure that if even that was pre- 


sented as an amendment, to wit: the location of | 
- one branch at Fort Smith, I should oppose it, un- 
less for some such reason as the one I suppose | 
, actuated the special committee of the House. 


Having said this much in relation to the amend- 


ment proposed, | trust I will now be excused, in | 
| view of the great interest my constituency feel 


in this bill, in adding a few thoughts to those al- 
ready delivered by the distinguished Senator from 
New York, (Mr. Sewarp.] 


Upon a previous occasion I stated to the Senate | 


that the people of California, and, as I believe, the 
people of the entire Pacific coast, were loyal to 
this Government in every respect. My friend 
from Mississippi [Mr. Davis] misunderstood me 
as saying that their allegiance depended upon the 
passage of this measure. Notso, however. I 


| then said, as I explained to the Senate, that while 


the failure to give this railroad might weaken their 
attachment, yet it could not destroy their alle- 
giance. I know it reasonably may be doubted, 
whether, in the present distracted state of our 
country, this is a propitious moment for urging 
the construction of a railway to the Pacific ocean 
upon the consideration of Congress. Itis hardly 


| to be presumed that a subject on which it was 
/ impossible to unite the country in time of pro- 


found internal peace, should meet with better suc- 


| cess now, when sectional parties bave sprung up 


among us, threatening to subvert the Constitu- 
tion itself, and to sever the fraternal compact which 
binds us together asa nation. Yet the very fact 


My friend from Ohio knows full well | 
that the great difficulty in past legislation on this | 
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|| ing the peace and happiness of the people 
I will never hand over | 


as it carries with it the gratifying assure 


| indissoluble future destiny. We belong to ¢ 
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'| that we meet here daily as usual, to confer and con 
honestly and fairly promote that; but I will not | 
-allow the interest of individuals to intrude into a 


sult with each other as to the best means of secur. 


»and of 
neral wel- 
tatesman, 


passing laws for their governmentand ge 
fare, is encouraging to the patriot and s 
ance th: 
in the midst of hostile fanaticism, eae 
trusted with the cares of State are not appalled. 
but quietly, calmly consider, with that dieniy 
which befits their stations, those general ieeieo 
affecting every class of society and every interest 
of our common and beloved country. 
Mr. President, this great republican Confed- 
eracy is yet bound together by other ties than 
mere political ones. We have yet other interests 
to subserve besides those of personal ambition, 


: ces, or 
sectional bias. We are a great people, spread 
over a vast continent, having not only a thousand 


thoughts, feelings, aspirations, and hopes, in com- 
mon with one another, but having also a common 


language, a common history, and a common and 


ach 
other, because we belong to ourselves, and because 


we could not be ourselves and be separated. It 
is our Union, for our mutual benefit, and without 
individual sacrifice, which besi\ows upon us the 
distinctive character of Americans—a name hith- 
erto cherished, honored and exalted throughout 
the civilized world, and which we would lose 
and with it allits prestige, and all the hopes which 
mankind attach to it, were we, in fratricidal ha- 
tred, to commit a monstrous suicide, with our 
task but half done, our historical mission left un- 
finished, our power as yet undeveloped, in the 
full enjoyment of our youthful energies, and with, 
as yet, scarcely the consciousness of manhood, 
hopelessly and despondingly tottering to the 
grave. There isa classic proverb, Mr. President, 
those ** whom the gods love, die young;’’ but it 
does not apply to nations. They have no life 
beyond the grave. Their rewards and punish- 
ments are of this world, and recorded in the his- 
tory of mankind. They are judged upon earth; 
and their example is a warning, or an incentive 
to emulation, to future peoples. And would it 
not be strange if, in the latter half of the nine- 
teenth century, when the disjected members of 
the nations of Europe pass through an heroic 
struggle for reunion, rivaling, in patriotic intens- 


|| ity and noble self-sacrifice, the most brilliant 
at a given point, without exciting great Oppos:- || 


deeds recorded in classic history, we, the last born 
and most favored of civilization, enjoying the 
benefit of the lessons of all preceding ages, should 
madly rush into disruption and political annihi- 
lation? 

I still hope that the passions of the times will 
subside, and that the checks and balances fur- 
nished by the Constitution will prove equal to the 
preservation of all our institutions and laws, and 
that we shall rise from the present crisis in our 
national affairs, stronger, wiser, and more united 
thanever. Cherishing these hopes, and unshaken 


| in my political faith, I, for one, shall continue to 


discharge my duty to my constituents and to the 
whole country, regardless of the terrorism of fac- 
tion and the hypothetical threats and menaces of 
men unduly excited by the apprehension of evils 
which it is still in our power to avert or to over- 
come. And what measure furnishes a more sugges- 
tive subject for public discussion than the long-pro- 
posed, much-discussed, and diversified schemes 
of a national railway, connecting our vast posses- 
sions on the Atlantic with our new empire on the 
Pacific ocean? What other measure is better cal- 
culated to increase the faith of the people in the 
permanency of our institutions? What stronger 
proof can we give to the civilized world of our 
determination to remain united than to fasten an 
iron girdle round our loins, which shall be both 
emblematic and indicative of our indissoluble 
union? / 

All our railways are so many iron clamps which 
give solidity and strength to our Federal relations; 
but the Pacific railway will be more than that. It 
will be a solid arch, spanning our distant oceanic 
shores, upon which the whole fabric may restas 
upon an iron foundation. The great artery of our 
internal commerce, the ‘* father of waters, flows 
uninterruptedly from North to South, mocking 
the idea of separation; but the East and Westare 
separated by mountains, and that separation = 
be annihilated by genius and labor, aided by the 
national sentiment. 
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[tis,in this point of view alone, an object of the 
~reatest magnitude, inseparable from our national 
“yistenee, and our progress as a world Power. 
We may enlarge on the commercial advantages 
f such an iron artery; we may speak of the trade 
. Europe and Asia, of which such a railway will 


ocome the carrier; of the exchanges of the prod- 


ts of our own soil, which it will facilitate; of 
che thousands and hundreds of thousands of acres 
of wild lands which it will bring into culuvation; 
of the vast mineral wealth which it will help to 
explore, all, all that; but the great, statesmanlike 
consideration, that which, in my humble opinion, 
outweighs all others, is, thatit is essential to our 
unification, to the reintegration of our vast na- 
tional domain, to the redemption of our great em- 
pire on the Pacific from its present colonial posi- 
tion. 

As longas we are separated from you by deserts 
and mountains, as long as the greater portion of 
our traveling people, in going to and returning 
from California and Oregon, have to traverse for- 
eign countries and seas, we lack that continuity 
of power and influence necessary to the full en- 
And if this be true in 
time of peace, how would the case stand in time 
of war? Would the Pacific States, in case of such 
a calamity, not be obliged to rely mainly on their 
own resources for all immediate purposes of de- 
Would not, in this case, California and 
Oregon, as far as concerns the General Govern- 
ment, be lost possessions? And would not the 
inability to rely for assistance on the General 
Government destroy that national feeling and that 
unity which, in time of danger, is the essence of 
patriotism ? 

We must preserve the continuity of our terri- 
tory, if the same national sentiments, the same 
attachment to our Government, the samedevotion 
to our institutions, and the same fraternity of feel- 
ing shall pervade us all; and this union of feeling, 
of interest, of attachment to acommon cause, can- 
not existas long as we are separated from one 
another by distances to overcome which three 
times the number of days is required which it 
takes to reach the continent of Europe. An ab- 
solute ruler, like the Emperor of Russia, may con- 
trol his subjects spreading from one continent to 
another; buta free Government like ours requires 
constant interchange of thought, and an actual 
commingling of the people, to perform its func- 
tions, and to fulfill its mission. 

The present condition of the Pacific States in 
regard to our Confederacy is abnormal, and so is 
the condition of the Atlantic States reciprocally. 
Our mutual attachment is traditional rather than 
actual; itis based on our common origin; but the 
children who are born and grow up on that coast 
may not cherish the same family ties,and, in their 
comparative isolation, devote themselves to sep- 
arate inteiesis. A second or third generation from 
us will be unwilling,as | heard alearned Senator 
say, ‘* to come six thousand miles, through a for- 
eign country, to learn how to be governed.”’ 


fense? 
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/ able means of reinforcing our military posts,and || Mr. President, looking abroad we see the na- 


of rendering that Federal assistance to the Pa- 
cific States which they have a right to claim at 
our hands, and which we are bound to render 


| them by the terms of the Federal compact. That 


this assistance would become necessary, cannot 
for a moment be doubted. The geographical po- 
sition of California, Oregon, and Washington 
Territory, but especially of California, invites 
aggression from anenemy. The continuity of the 


| Atlantic States, the facility with which Federal 


troops or volunteers may be transported from one 
city to another, the dense rural population con- 


nected by railway with all those cities, render any || 


attempt to surprise, take, and hold any one of 


| them, not only hopeless, but rash and dangerous 
| tothe most powerfulinvader. ‘Thisdoes not hold of 
| the golden State, separated from the center of our 
population and power, and stimulating, as she will | 
ever do by her wealth and maritime advantages, 


the cupidity and envy of other nations. 


An isolated position may be held after it is | 
taken by an invading force, when the latter is sup- || 


ported by a fleet sufficiently powerful to keep pos- 


session of the sea-ports. With our small nucleus || 


of a Navy, with the few national ships we have 
in commission, and the constant rapid increase of 


European navies, our main reliance for the pro- | 


tection of our territery must be the Army and 


| the militia, and the facility with which these may 
be directed from any point that may be threatentd || 


to another, by means of steamboats and railroads. 
Destroy or diminish our means of internal com- 
munication, and there is not a harbor which may 
not be insulted, and nocity on either coast which 
may not be sacked and burned. Our warlike pop- 


| ulation would be of little avail in the defense of 


| our common country, if it had not the power | 


of locomotion and concentration in considerable 
masses. But there is nota harbor ora city on 


our whole coast as much exposed to a foreign | 


| Power as the city and harbor of San Francisco— 
| no point from which an enemy’s fleet, after hav- 


ing once taken possession, could with greater dif- 
ficulty be dislodged. San Francisco is the capi- 


tal of western America, of the whole western por- | 


tion of our continent,as New York is the capital 
and commercial emporium of the whole eastern 
shore; and its loss or destruction would be equal 
to the fall of a kingdom. It would, with one fell 
blow, rob us of our present supremacy on that 


| ocean which is destined to become the largest car- 


ricr of international exchanges,and whose waters 


| will wash the shores of the mightiestempires. In 


[tis to prevent this gradual alienation of senti- || 


ment; this growing diversity of interests in State 
and national affairs; this impossibility of acting 
inconcertin times of great national calamities, 
which, more than all other national considera- 
tions, ought to prompt Congress to accelerate, by 
all legal and constitutional means, the constrac- 
tion of a railway to the Pacific. 

Looking upon this as sufficient to justify so 
great a national enterprise, | am far from under- 
rating its military and commercial importance. 
There are still considerations necessarily involv- 
ing the questions of commerce, and the more urg- 
ing one of military defense, which peremptorily 
challenge the attention of legislators, and of the 
whole country. 

I have already said that in time of war with 
any considerable maritime Power, California, Or- 
gon, and Washington Territory, in their present 
condition, would be lost possessions; because, 
Without direct communication with the main line 
of defense no position can be held, against an 
fnemy in foree. Neither can we hope, in a war 
with a great maritime Power, that the isthmus 
routes will be kept open for the transportation 
*, Our troops and military stores; for though the 
Central American States might preserve their neu- 
trality, they would still be liable to capture on the 
way. ‘The communication with California by 
land, through our own territory is the only reli- 


view of these dangers, to our already acquired 
advantage, there is certainly just cause for alarm, 
and for regarding a delay in the commencement 
of a work which is so indispensable to our na- 
tional safety, as unwise and unpatriotic. 

Hence, the construction of the Pacific railway 
by indirect Government aid is not only justified 
by the clause of the Constitution which makes it 
the duty of Congress to provide for the ** national 
defense ;’’ but actually enjoined by every consid- 
eration of common prudence and public duty. 
Agreeing, upon this point, entirely with the able 
arguments adduced, and clear exposition made 
upon several occasions, by Mississippi’s distin- 
guished Senator, [Mr. Davis,} I may hope we 


| shall not differ as to the best plan for securing the 


execution of the work. 
As to the commercial advantages which must 
result to the wholé country from the construction 


of a railway to the Pacific, they have been dwelt | 


upon and set forth with so much force by distin- 
cuished members on the floor of both Houses of 


| Congress, and by the press, that it is a work of 


supererogation toexpatiate uponthemlonger. Our 


| whole country entertains but one opinion on the 


subject; and the commercial world shares that 
opinion with us. There is no thinking man who 
does not foresee a complete commercial revolution 


| from its completion, and who does not look upon 
| it as inevitable. 


Having nothing to add in this respect, I can- 
not refrain from remarking that, as the civilized 
world expects us to build the road, all unneces- 
sary delay in the execution of the work will be 
charged to our want of capacity, to the lack of 
that conciliatory spirit which is indispensable to 
the accomplishment, by coneurrent efforts, of any 
great design; and that the further postponement 
of that national task diminishes our standing 
among the great Powers of the world. 


| tinent, 


tions of the old world gradually and unavoidably 
drifting into a general struggle—a conflict of irrec- 
oncilable principles—which not only threaten to 
upset the public law as it now stands, but the 
States themselves where it governs. 

The cohesive attraction of nationality and 
kindred is writing its protest in blood against the 
arbitrary distribution of lands and peoples by 
hereditary Princes; and it is impossible for the 
public law to be changed in one of those countries 
without invalidating its force and application in 
another. Happily for us, we have passed through 
that ordeal,.and have shaped our public law in 
mutual accordance with reason and justice. 

While old empires are crumbling and new 
empires forming under controlling ideas, we may 
ourselves enjoy tranquillity and peace, if we have 
the wisdom, moderation, prudence, and strength 
necessary to maintain cur neutrality. Our coun- 
try becoming, meanwhile, the depository of vast 
stores of wealth, our ships the carriers of Europe 
and Asia as during the long wars of the first 
French revolution. 

Jut can we, without a railroad to connect the 
Atlantic with the Pacific, hope to derive all the 
benefits which must naturally flow from so ad- 
vantageous a position? Assuredly not. ‘The 
commercial circuit round the world will not be 
completed; free interchanges of commodities will 
be impeded, as long as there is no adequate transit 
from Europe to India, across the American con- 
In case of a general war, the European 
Powers would surely be interested in keeping that 
transit open to their products and merchandise; 
for the Mediterranean would become the great 
theater of maritime war,and the Atlantic and Pa- 
cific oceans the only seas comparatively free from 
hostile cruisers. But itis not Europe alone which 
is changing her political map and her international 
law. Asiaisina state of revolution, from the 
Black Sea to Japan, and it will require generations 


| hefore that old stage of the world-drama called 


| ceding organizations. 


history, will again enjoy comparative rest. Itis 
not selfishness in us.to profit by these events, any 
more than it is selfishness in a young and vigor- 
ous plant to thrive in the vegetable mold of pre- 
And it seems to me to be 


| the business of legislators to foresee events, and to 


shape their country’s course to derive the greatest 
advantages when they actually occur. Hence, I 
say, let us improve the position and the hour, to 
establish bonds of commerce, which, protected by 
civilization and wise laws, shall invite the stranger 
as well as protect the native, and which once es- 
tablished and enjoyed, will not easily be aban- 


| doned for others, less secure or more difficult of 


accomplishment. 

jut | have said there is no need of advocating 
the construction of a Pacific railway on account 
of its commercial importance; and my only object 
in this digression was but to show that time is 
pressing; that if we would derive all the advant- 
ages expected from the road, we must be ‘** up 
and doing,’’ not pausing with our arms folded till 
events shall overtake us and find us unprepared 


| for our mission. 


We have a class of men in this country who 
believe that there is no need of meeting the future; 
that it is unwise to anticipate the growth of civ- 
ilization and commerce; that the road when actu- 
ally needed will be built by private enterprise. 
There are even those who believe that the road 
vill never be remunerative, and that its cost will 
not be in proportion to the advantages which the 
whole country will derive from it. 

To all these it may be said that the advantages 
which the community derives from a railway, are 
notin proportion to the dividends paid on the 
capital stock, nor to the rates its bonds and shares 


are quoted in the market; and that the very doubt 


| entirely eschewed. 


which exists in the minds of speculators in regard 
to the remuneration of the enterprise in its incip- 
ient stages, is the reason why the Government 
should take it under its protecting wing, and aid 
it by such means as the Constitution may place 
at its disposal. 

Congress cannot change the cupidity of specu- 
lators; it cannot prevent capitalists from seeking 
tempting Investments; butit can offerinducements 
to capitalists and speculators to engage in under- 
takings which would otherwise be neglected or 
Some of our own States, to 
encourage railroad enterprises, have subscrit-ed to 
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the capital stock; others have made loans or do- 
nations to private companies; while a few have 
themselves become part owners of the roads. 

A similar policy has been pursued in Europe, 


where the Governments, in some instances, have || ally from the war-making power. The power to 


guarantied the payment of a certain rate of inter- || 


est on the capital stock, on condition that the 
road, after a certain number of years, shall revert 
to the State, 

We are, fortunately, in many respects richer 
than any European Government, and able to 
afford much cubdeuntiol aid without increasing 
the charges of our Government or the burdens of 


the people. We have a vast domain whose value | 


depends entirely on the use which we make of it, 
and of which we may dispose, with reasonable 
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| sitate rei. It is a casus omissus in the Federal Con- 


+) 


care and prudence, for the benefit of the whole | 


country. 
Such aid, it is believed, would be amply suffi- 


cient to secure the building of the road; itremains | 
for us only to determine the mode and measure | 


of its application. 

This leads, naturally, to the consideration of 
the constitutionality of the measure—a subject 
on which many representatives in both Houses, 


mostly from the southern States, entertain more or | 
y ’ 


leas conscientious scruples. I confess | entertain 
no doubt on the subject; not, [ can assure Senators, 
because I have the honor to speak for one of the 
Pacific States which may be supposed to derive 
the greatest advantage, but because I think the 
Constitution enjoins the duty on us to provide for 
the ‘*common defense ’’ and the ‘* general wel- 
fare.”’ Having shown, at the beginning of my 


remarks, that the construction of the Pacific rail- | 


way is necessary to the efficiency and continuity 
of the Union, it follows to every lover of the 


country,and to every well-wisher to Americaand | 


to freedom throughout the world, that whatever 
confirms and strengthens our Union is conducive 
to the general welfare. 

[ believe it equally clear—if not from the few 
remarks I have cle on the subject, from those 


able arguments which have been made in Con- | 


gress—that the construction of the road is indis- || 


pensable to our national defense, and as such, a 
proper subject for Federal legislation. 


maintain further, that, even under the head of 


** commergial regulations,”’ the Federal Govern- 
ment ought to reserve to itself a certain control 
over the road, which it cannot do without con- 
tributing by some meansto its construction. The 


transportation of the mails, of troops and military | 


stores, ought at no time, and at no place, to de- 


pend entirely on the kind of bargain which the | 
Government may be able to drive with individ- | 


uals or private companies, but to be regulated as 
far as possible by the law, which should place 


| construed so as to justify Federal legislation in 
it . . . 

| aid of so great a national enterprise. But, if I am 
the disbursements of the different departments of | 


the Government, as far as practicable, beyond | 


contingencies that may prove embarrassing to the 
Treasury. 

In the old States, the period for making such 
arrangements has passed, but in the new States 
and ‘Territories they are still practicable—in the 


former, by means of concessions and legislative | 


enactments of those States; in the latter, by Federal 
legislation. lam nota latitudinarian in the con- 


struction of the Constitution of the United States, | 
but it is my firm conviction that the authority for || 
aiding in the construction of the Pacific railway, | 


for the purpose of securing the transportation of 
the United States mails and of troopsand military 
stores at all times, at certain fixed rates, may 
be legitimately derived from almost any power 
granted to Congress by the Federal Constitution, 
especially from the duty imposed upon it to pro- 
vide for the United States mail service. 
fillment of that duty necessarily implies the choice 
of means and the mode and me of compensation, 
which may either be in advance or on completion 
of the service; either in money or its equivalent 
in lands, as may be found most advantageous to 
the public. 

In treating of this subject, and especially at this 
time, it is agreeable, as well as wise, to reflect, 
Mr. President, that in the forming of our Federal 
Constitution little or no attention was paid to the 
mode of acquiring new territory, either by pur- 
chase or conquest, consequently no mention is 
made as to the manner in which thosé Territories 
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stitution; and we must supply the deficiency as || 


best we may, and ought, and can, fraternally. || 


The right to annex territory seems to flow natur- || 


make war implies the right of conquest, and the 
right of conquest necessarily implies the right of 
taking possession of and retaining the conquered 


But the territory thus conquered and retained, 
must, according to the genius of our institutions, 
be placed on the same footing asall other territory | 
of the United States—the joint property of all the | 
States. |! 

On this principle we have heretofore acted; 
and there is no guod or sufficient reasons why we 
should depart from itnow. We are bound to pro- 
tect the new States and Territories thus founded 


| from time to time; and we owe them a govern- 


| to assimilate and harmonize the institutions and 


| views rather than by the necessarily contracted 


| be proportionate to the object; while all legisla- 


And [ |) 


_marks,’’ can have no application. 


| ber of either House. No Government can com- 


shall share the benefits of our Federal system, as | 
well as the privilege of independent States, All || 


our legislation on this subject has been ex neces- 


ment. Asaprinciple of American statesmanship, 
we must endeavor to assimilate the new popula- | 
tions as soon as possible to the population of the 
old States, which cannot be accomplished by the 
simple introduction of similar laws and political 
institutions; but requires also, as | have before 
stated, constant interchange of thought, and fre- 
quent contact with the people of the old States. 
Homogeneity is an element of political power; 
and similarity of thought and feeling are essen- 
tial to the harmonious action of our political sys- 
tem. However rigorously the Federal Consti- 
tution may be construed in its application to the 
old States, the powers granted by it cannot but 
be invoked beneficially when their exercise tends 


peoples of distant Territories. 

The new case which is presented by this rail- 
road bill, could not have been foreseen by the 
framers of the Constitution; and all our action in 
relation thereto, must be dictated by enlarged 


form of abstractlaw. The meansemployed must 
tion on the subject ought to be regarded as rather 
supplementary than immediately derived from the 
Federal compact. The old plea of a *‘ dangerous 
precedent’’ and the * invasion of established land- 
For the case 
here presented is an isolated, exceptional one, so 
peculiarly specific in its nature, that there is no 


other part of the habitable globe which we may | 


acquire and annex to which it could possibly find 
another application. 

I therefore repeat, it is my conviction that there | 
is scarcely any power conferred on Congress by 
the Constitution, which could not be legitimately 





mistaken in this view, and the * constitutional- 
ity”’ of this bill admits of any doubt, then it is no 
small consolation to know that, in the ordinary 
course of human and natural events, it is not 
likely to be repeated, and that the immediate 
good of which it will be productive will not be 
counterbalanced by its misapplication to future 
cases. 

The next question is, how and in what manner 
shall Congress aid in the construction of a rail- 
way to the Pacific? There is not a Senator on 
this floor who believes that the work ought to be 
undertaken by the Government alone; and it is 
needless, therefore, to combata proposition which, | 
after the experience we have had 1n Government 
works, is not seriously entertained by any mem- 


mand laborascheap as private individuals; neither 
can ittake the sameadvantage of the market. Be- 
sides, Government 1s not always the best admin- 
istrator of property, and its responsibility cannot 
be fixed with the same degree of certainty as that 
of a private individual. 

It is better for the Government, therefore, that 
a private company undertake the work, offering 
that company such inducements and encourage- 
ments, in the shape of conditional donations of 
lands and Government contracts for the trans- 
portation of the mails, of troops, and military 
stores, as may be sufficient to insure its final 
completion. Such a mode of procedure avoids 
many consticutional objections, and is more prac- | 
tical than any other plan which has yet been pro- 
posed. The present bill under consideration, re- 
ported by Mr. Curtis, of lowa, chairman of the 
select committee of the House, has these provis- 
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| been in operation a year. 


| all these things. 
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oo 
ions; and | am ready to give it my hearty support 
without amendments, trusting to experience to 
rovide such supplementary legislation as ma ; 
e found necessary. y 
In time we can sce where evils grow up, and 
correct them. I would here say to my friend 


| from Ohio, [Mr. Puen,] that he could not draft 


a bill, with all his legal ability, which would not 
be found defective in some respect, before jt had 
! We certainly do not 
part with all our power over the subject the mo- 
ment the bill passes. We have the right—_ 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Will the Senator allow 
me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. LATHAM. Certainly. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. As I understand, bills of 
this nature are in the character of a contract. The 
Senator says that we can have supplemental legis. 
lation, if we only pass the bill, by which to ris 
Now, | ask him, as a lawyer 
to tell me—because that is a difficulty thatoperates 
| upon my mind—what right shall we have to pass 

any bill hereafter affecting this in any degree 
whatever, after it has once gone into operation? 
We cannot touch rights that arise under it, as I 
understand it, in any way, either in general or in 
detail. We can change nothing, as the bil! stands 
now. If he will add to ita provision retaining 
the power in Congress to legislate hereafter ag it 
may deem expedient, then it may be done; but | 
want to know how it can be done without some 
| such provision. 

Mr. BRAGG. Ifthe Senator will allow me, I 
wish to make a suggestion in that connection. 
There is but one passage in the bill that refers to 
that subject, and that is: in case the corporation 
contemplated in the first part of the bill, fail to 
perform their work, and it is to be done by a sub- 
sequent corporation coming in their place, there 
is a provision that Congress may legislate as to 
this subsequent corporation, but not as to the 
first one. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Iam speaking as the bill 
stands now. When the corporation named get 

ossession under this bill, if it passes into an act, 
want to know what possibility there is to touch 
it in any shape or form? 

Mr. BRA G. I agree with the Senator en- 
tirely. I merely wished to state that there was 
only this one provision: that if the first corpora- 
tors named should fail to perform the work, and 
| subsequent parties shone do it, then Congress 
may legislate as to those subsequent parties. 

Mr. LATHAM. I understand the questions. 
My answer is simply this: So far as the giving 
of general privileges to the company, I suppose 
the Government will have passed away its inter- 
est; it will give to it vested rights which no sub- 
sequent legislation canchange. But I do not im- 
agine that we have not the power to make any 
subsequent legislation which may be required to 
correct such abuses as time may show, violating 
the spirit and intent of the bill. 

Why? In one section of the bill there is a pro- 
vision that the officers must report its condiuon 
annually to the President of the United States, 
which may show abuses that may require supple- 
mentary legislation, 

1 do not apply this to the lands or credits given 
by the Government. I merely speak of the man- 
agement of the company in securing the greatend 
to be attained by the bill. If other Senaors say 
that there is no such security in the bill, I would 
certainly vote for such an amendment, no matter 
what might be the fate of the bill; because, with- 
out it,a great door to fraud would be opened, and 
my constituency would, in the end, be great sul- 
ferers by a total failure of the work. 

But to proceed. I want to see Congress make 
such liberal offers of aid as shall induce respect 
able capitalists, and not mere speculators by pro- 
fession, to take hold of the enterprise and to com- 
plete it without coming before Congress for addi- 
tional grants, which we might be obliged to vote 
for, if we would not lose what we may have ap- 
propriated in fartherance of the work. | Fully lic 
many frauds may be committed by giving public 
contracts to the lowest bidders, as by giving them 
to mamed corporators. In this project, where the 
main point to be secured is the performance of 
the work in a creditable manner, it would net 
seem, therefore, good policy to invite proposals; 
but the Government itself should select the most 
enterprising and responsible men, whose repute 


right 





